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The creation of the 50-year regional growth vision, How Shall We Grow? (HSWG?) was a significant step for
those that live, work, learn and play in the region to decide the manner in which the region should grow to
serve the needs of the people while also protecting the natural environment. Over the 15 years since it was
published, the ECFRPC region has been expanded to include Marion and Sumter counties, and the region’s
values and priorities may have shifted especially in light of socioeconomic factors such as the Global
Recession and the COVID-19 pandemic.

This report details the assessment of the Values and Priorities the ECFRPC region as a whole holds today and
how the region rates the implementation of the socioeconomic goals and objectives of the 50-year growth
vision. Each of the eight (8) counties’ assessments are also provided in an appendix following the regional
assessment. In summation, the regional assessment revealed the implementation of HSWG? averages a B-
when assessed on a 5-point scale. Many counties reveal a lower rating. Some counties, however, had a
lower response rate than others. As such, the results from their respective engagement analyses may not be
representative of the county and will necessitate further engagement.

Executive Summary

EAST CENTRAL FLORIDA REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL 3



A lEGACY OF GROWTH & PROSPERITY

EAST CENTRAL FLORIDA REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL

The creation of the 50-year regional growth vision,
How Shall We Grow? (HSWG?) was a significant
step for those that live, work, and play in the region
to decide the manner in which the region should
grow to serve the needs of the people while also
protecting the natural environment. Over the 15
years since it was published, the region’s values
and priorities may have shifted especially in light of
socioeconomic factors such as the Global
Recession and the COVID-19 pandemic.

The HSWG? Vision included seven (7) counties, the
six (6) counties of the ECFRPC region - Brevard,
Lake, Orange, Osceola, Seminole, and Volusia-
and Polk County. Subsequent to the creation of
HSWG?, the ECFRPC region has expanded to
include eight (8) total counties: Brevard, Lake,
Orange, Osceola, Seminole, Volusia, Marion, and
Sumter counties.

HSWG? focused Central Florida’s regional growth
vision around four (4) key themes: Conservation,
Countryside, Centers, and Corridors. Each “C”
concentrated on essential aspects of Central
Florida’s makeup, from agricultural centers to
urban centers to the movement of people and
goods within and outside the region, and
conservation of resources such as water and the
region's diverse ecosystems and wildlife corridors.

MARION

SUMTER

LAKE

VOLUSIA

SEMINOLE

BREVARD

ORANGE

OSCEOLA

The HSWG? vision informed the rewrite of the
ECFRPC 2060 Strategic Regional Policy Plan
(SRPP). The SRPP is the ECFRPC’s comprehensive
plan which promotes the implementation of the
vision of HSWG? by supporting a future
development strategy focused on concentrating
growth in urban centers connected by
multimodal transportation options, rather than
fostering continued sprawling suburban
development patterns, in turn to preserve Florida’s
vital natural resources.
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CONTINUING THE COMMUNITY 

CONVERSATION
In 2019, the ECFRPC staff began evaluating the
implementation of HSWG? with an assessment of
the East Central Florida growth trend, including
Marion and Sumter counties, from 2007 to 2017. In
the publication, How Did We Grow? An Analysis
of Growth in Central Florida, aka the growth trend
report, development parameters with
projections, objectives, and goals from the 2007
HSWG? plan were benchmarked to inform and
further the work with ECFRPC member jurisdictions
to achieve the 2050 regional growth vision.

In the HSWG? Vision, the East Central Florida
region agreed to six (6) principles for growth and
prosperity for the duration of the 50-year growth
horizon contemplated in the Vision. Those
principles included preserving our region’s most
precious natural resources; providing a variety of
transportation choices; fostering distinct,
attractive, and safe places to live; encouraging
a diverse and globally competitive economy;
creating a range of obtainable housing choices;
and building communities with educational,
health care, & cultural amenities. Those first
principles are presented in the following section,
Principles for Growth & Prosperity.

This report serves as the continuation of the How Did We Grow? assessment, focusing on
understanding if the current values and priorities of residents are consistent with the values and
priorities contemplated in the original growth vision. Participants were also provided the
opportunity to rate how their jurisdictions are faring in implementing the goals and objectives of
HSWG?

This report is organized by first explaining the engagement and outreach process in Engaging
the Community. Then, the report explains the engagement tool in more detail in Quality of Life
Values, Priorities for Prosperity, and Rating Progress. Following these sections, the results from the
8-county region in total are detailed and explained in Regional Perspectives, and then close up
county by county perspectives are provided in County Perspectives.
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EAST CENTRAL FLORIDA REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL

PRINCIPLES
for growth & prosperity

1. Preserve open space, 
recreational areas, farmland, 
water resources, & regionally 
significant natural areas. 

2. Provide a variety of 
transportation choices. 

3. Foster distinct, attractive, & safe 
places to live. 

4. Encourage a diverse, globally 
competitive economy. 

5. Create a range of obtainable 
housing opportunities & choices. 

6. Build communities with 
educational, health care, & 
cultural amenities.
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ENGAGING THE COMMUNITY

For this assessment, members of the region were provided the opportunity to deliver their
feedback through an online tool. Outreach was designed and implemented with the objective of
directing as may people as possible to the online tool to facilitate data collection.

Outreach was conducted in person and digitally. English and Spanish versions of the website and
marketing materials were created to ensure inclusivity and far-reaching engagement within the
region. The ECFRPC leveraged its own social media as well as the social media of partners,
including Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and Linkedin. Hundreds of direct emails were sent to
regional contacts and interest groups. Brochures, fliers, and postcards were created and
distributed at community events and meetings. Media outreach was also conducted, including
interviews, op/ed pieces, newspaper articles, community newsletter articles, and press releases.
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ENGAGING THE COMMUNITY

The online assessment was provided in both English and Spanish, and available from March 16,
2021 to October 31, 2021. With the level of outreach, the regional target was achieved.

A total of 1,296 responses were collected between the English and Spanish versions of the
assessment.

The engagement tool was scripted in three (3) sections based on assessing Values, Priorities,
and Implementation. In each of these sections, respondents were given the opportunity to
provide numeric responses as well as long-form comments. A discussion of each section of
the engagement tool follows.
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QUALITY OF LIFE VALUES

Following the welcome screen, the tool provided respondents the opportunity to rank their
top three (3) Quality Of Life Values which were drawn and expanded from the six (6) Key
HSWG? Principles and the Values & Priorities Survey conducted by the Central Florida
Partnership in 2014 to a total of eight (8). Respondents were asked to rank their 1st, 2nd, and
3rd choice.

Each value on the screen was defined in a pop-up box to ensure that respondents had the
opportunity for equal understanding of each of the Quality of Life Values. These values are
defined on the following page. The results of the assessment are provided in the Regional
Perspectives and County Perspectives sections of this report.
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QUALITY OF LIFE VALUES

Transportation Options
Access to various affordable, efficient and connected
transportation options, including rail, bus, bike, walking and
others, is important to my quality of life.

Safe Community/Low Crime
A safe community (crime, infrastructure, bike/ped, response
times, prevention, and others aspects of safety) is important
to my quality of life.

Good Schools
Quality K-12 schools and access to affordable and quality
colleges and technical schools is important to my quality of
life.

Access to Arts & Culture
Having access and opportunities to various arts and culture
venues, events and classes is important to my quality of life.

Environment & Outdoor Recreation
Access to and the diversity of outdoor recreation
opportunities is important to my quality of life. This would
include natural areas and activities as well as playgrounds,
trails, parks, sporting activities and others.

Access to Healthcare
Access to quality and diverse healthcare services is
important to my quality of life. This includes all areas of health
care (i.e. preventative, specialists, dentistry, hospitals, home
care, etc.).

Quality Jobs
A priority of my quality of life is the availability of quality jobs
across sectors. This is important for my livelihood as well as
access to professionals in these sectors.

Housing I Can Afford
Quality and efficient housing that is within my household
affordability is important to my quality of life. This would
include rental or home buying opportunities.
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PRIORITIES FOR PROSPERITY

The third screen of the engagement tool asked respondents to rank their Priorities for the
Region from a list of eight (8). These priorities were also crafted and expanded from HSWG?
and the Values & Priorities Survey conducted by the Central Florida Partnership in 2014, as
well as trending regional dialogue. Respondents were asked to rank their 1st, 2nd, and 3rd
choice from priorities such as managing growth, education, efficient transportation, the
environment, homelessness, higher paying jobs, climate change, and housing for all
incomes.

Each value on the screen was defined in a pop-up box in the tool to ensure that
respondents had the opportunity for equal understanding of what was intended by each of
the Priorities for the Region. These values are defined on the following page. The results of the
assessment are provided in the Regional Perspectives and County Perspectives sections of
this report.
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Environment / Natural Resource Protection
Protecting and preserving natural resources and the environment
including wildlife corridors, water resources, forested areas, and
other natural areas from the future growth and growth impacts
should be a regional priority.

Higher Paying Jobs
Diversifying and strengthening the job market and economic
base to provide higher paying jobs across sectors should be a
regional priority.

Homelessness
Addressing the homeless population, providing resources for root
causes and enhancing pathways to move individuals and
families into housing should be a regional priority.

Housing for all Incomes
Providing safe and efficient housing affordable across diverse
income levels should be a regional priority. This would include
both home buying and rental opportunities.

Preparing for Climate Change
Creating a stronger, resilient region to better prepare for and
respond to climate change and its impacts should be a regional
priority.

Efficient and Connected Transportation
Providing safe and efficient housing affordable across diverse
income levels should be a regional priority. This would include
both home buying and rental opportunities.

Managing and Balancing Growth
Balancing development and redevelopment that focuses on
corridors and centers while preserving the countryside and
conservation lands and limiting sprawl should be a regional
priority.

Quality, Life-Long Education Resources
Providing all residents with access to high quality K-12 education,
higher-ed opportunities including technical schools, and
continuing education resources should be a regional priority.

PRIORITIES FOR PROSPERITY
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Rating PROGRESS

The fourth screen in the survey provided respondents the opportunity to rate how strongly
they agree with a series of statements grouped by five (5) themes: My Community, Regional
Prosperity, Centers, Conservation & Country, and Corridors. These themes were derived from
the four (4) C’s from HSWG? with a goal to gauge overall sentiment regarding
implementation at the regional and community levels. Rating was based on a 5-star scale
with 5 stars being the highest and 1 star being the lowest. Respondents were also provided a
comment box by each statement to provide more information if they so chose.

The results of the assessment are provided in the Regional Perspectives and County
Perspectives sections of this report.
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EAST CENTRAL FLORIDA REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL

Reaching the REGION

The final screen of the engagement tool was optional but designed to collect demographic
information from respondents. In this section, respondents were asked basic identifying
questions such as age, race identification, ethnicity identification, county of residence,
community of residence, and to offer any other comments if they had them.
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Reaching the REGION

16%

11%

4%

23%2%

20%

1%

23%

WHAT COUNTY DO YOU LIVE IN?
Brevard

Lake

Marion

Orange

Osceola

Seminole

Sumter

Volusia
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Reaching the REGION

AGE
25 and
under

26-40

41-60

61-80

over 80
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Reaching the REGION

ETHNICITY IDENTIFICATION

Hispanic

Non-
Hispanic
White

Non-
Hispanic
Black

Other
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Regional PERSPECTIVES

This section provides an overview of the responses collected from the 8-county region. What
can be seen here is the total interactions the community had with each of the Quality of Life
Values. This section differs from the ranking, which will be shown on the next page, in that this
graph illustrates the straight count of interactions each value obtained. As can be seen,
nearly twice the total respondents interacted with Safe Community/Low Crime and
Environment & Outdoor Recreation as important factors to their quality of life.
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Regional PERSPECTIVES

This section provides the data collected from respondents ranking the Quality of Life Values
they felt most important to contributing to their wellbeing. Respondents were asked to rank
their 1st, 2nd, and 3rd highest Quality of Life Values from a selection of eight (8) total. The chart
below reflects the values for the entirety of the ECFRPC region in their ranking order and with
their averaged rank score. Note that the values closest to 1 reflect the highest ranked value.
What can be seen here is that regionally, respondents ranked their top three (3) highest
values, in order, as Safe Community/Low Crime, Housing I Can Afford, and Environment &
Outdoor.

Safe Community/Low Crime                    (1.77)

Housing I Can Afford                                  (1.92)

Environment & Outdoor Recreation        (2.01) 

Good Schools                                             (2.05)

Access to Healthcare                                (2.08)

Quality Jobs                                                (2.1)

Transportation Options                              (2.1)

Access to Arts & Culture                           (2.34)

Quality of Life Values
Regional Ranking

Safe Community/ Low Crime: “It adds (to) the quality of life and permits for the enjoyment of
neighborhood and community amenities.” – Survey Respondent

Housing I Can Afford “Local government should require a minimum percentage of affordable
units with new housing developments through inclusionary housing provisions in the land
development regulations.” – Survey Respondent

HIGH 
PRIORITY

LOW 
PRIORITY
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Regional PERSPECTIVES

This section provides the regional results from the total interactions respondents had with
ranking priorities for the region. As shown in the graph, Managing Growth and Environment
had nearly double the interactions, with 870 and 656 total rankings respectively, as the
remaining priority options.
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Regional PERSPECTIVES

This section provides the data collected from respondents across the 8-county region ranking
Priorities respondents felt most important for the region. Respondents were asked to rank
Priorities from a selection of eight (8) total. The chart below reflects the average of all the
rankings around the ECFRPC region. Note that the values closest to 1 reflect the highest
ranked value. Respondents ranked their top three (3) highest values, in order, as Managing
Growth, Climate Change, and the Environment. It should be noted that the priority ranking
averages were, however, fairly close for Education, Housing For All Incomes, and Higher
Paying Jobs.

Managing Growth                                   (1.76)

Climate Change                                      (1.99)

Environment                                             (2.00) 

Education                                                 (2.02)

Housing for All Incomes                           (2.04)

Higher Paying Jobs                                  (2.07)

Efficient Transportation                           (2.20)

Homelessness                                           (2.27)

REGIONAL PRIORITIES 
RANKING AVERAGES

Managing Growth “By managing the growth properly, you will also help with
climate change and the environment as a by product. We have to stop clear
cutting and learn to say no to developers that want to literally wipe out the
vegetation and trees to put houses or commercial buildings up. The Indian
River Lagoon is dying as a result of improper growth management. Is that
something we want our kids and grandkids to do without?” – Survey
Respondent

HIGH 
PRIORITY

LOW 
PRIORITY
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Regional PERSPECTIVES

The following section provides the average
ratings respondents across the 8-county region
as whole provided regarding statements within
five (5) main themes drawn from HSWG? This
rating was on the 5-star scale and as such the
averages closest to five (5) rate the highest,
those around a three (3) are considered
neutral, and those below three (3) are
considered less than favorable.

To provide perspective on how well the region
is implementing the reginal vision, the average
numerical rating was placed on letter grade
scale such as that used in report cards.

Letter 
Grade

Numerical 
Value

A 4.71 - 5
A- 4.41 - 4.7
B+ 4.01 - 4.4
B 3.71 - 4
B- 3.41 - 3.7
C+ 3.01 - 3.4
C 2.71 - 3
C- 2.41 - 2.7
D+ 2.01 - 2.4
D 1.71 - 2
D- 1.01 - 1.7
F 0 - 1
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Regional PERSPECTIVES

Regarding “My Community”, respondents were asked to rate their agreement on a 5-star
scale with the following statements. The averages of the ratings are provided behind each
theme.
• My Community: My community manages growth in a sustainable and responsible manner. 
• Amenities: My community includes educational, health care, and cultural amenities. 
• Housing: My community has a range of obtainable housing opportunities and choices. 
• Distinct and Safe: My community is a distinct, attractive, & safe place to live. 
• Equity: My community provides accessible and equitable opportunities for all. 

On average, respondents gave a “C+” (3.03 stars) rating for My Community, noting the highest
rated feature as that their communities are Distinct and Safe with an average of 3.55 stars out
of 5. Respondents rated the provision of educational, health care, and cultural Amenities and
the provision of accessible and Equitable communities for all at 3.26 and 3.07 respectively. The
lowest rated statements, below neutral, related to their community providing a range of
obtainable Housing opportunities and choices, at a 2.71, and that My Community manages
growth in a sustainable and responsible manner, rating it 2.58.

Distinct & Safe (3.55)

Amenities (3.26)

Equity (3.07)

Housing (2.71)

My Community (2.58)

MY COMMUNITY
AVERAGE RATINGS

“I've noticed an effort with the City of Orlando's Vision Zero project and other
organizations pushing safety to the forefront. It seems better than it was, despite
the current politically charged climate.” – Survey Respondent

C+
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Regional PERSPECTIVES

Regarding “Regional Prosperity”, respondents were asked to rate their agreement on a 5-star
scale with the following statements. The averages of the ratings are provided behind each
theme.

• Looking Back: Before, 2020, the region's economy is in a better place today than 10 years 
ago.

• My Economy: Prior to Covid-19, my financial well-being was in a better place today than 10 
years ago.

• Regional Economy: The region's economy is on the right track to be resilient and sustainable.
• Job Diversity: Quality, well-paying, diverse jobs are available across the region.
• Competitive Economy: The region offers and grows a diverse & globally competitive 

economy.

On average, respondents gave a “C+” rating (3.12 stars) for Regional Prosperity with the
highest rated statement as that My Economy was improved over the 10 years prior to COVID-
19 with an average of 3.74 stars out of 5. The second most positive rated statement is that,
Looking Back, before 2020, respondents rated the region’s economy is in a better place than
10 years ago. The least favorable rated statements, below neutral, were: the Regional
Economy is on the right track to be resilient and sustainable, rated at 2.91; the region offers
and grows a diverse and globally Competitive Economy at 2.84; and the region’s Job Diversity
as less than favorable at 2.69.

My Economy (3.74)

Looking Back (3.44)

Regional Economy (2.91)

Competitive Economy (2.84)

Job Diversity (2.69)

REGIONAL PROSPERITY
AVERAGE RATING

C+

“Strong and resilient defense contracting, high-tech and commercial space
industries have been huge contributors.” – Survey Respondent
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Regional PERSPECTIVES

Regarding “Centers” C of the regional growth vision, respondents were asked to rate their
agreement on a 5-star scale with the following statements. The averages of the ratings are
provided behind each theme.

• Mix of Uses: Our urban centers have a mix of apartments/condos, retail, restaurants, etc.
• Inclusive Design: Centers are designed to accommodate and appeal to all walks of life.
• Urban Focused: The region is prioritizing development in appropriate, existing urban areas.
• Economic Hub: Our centers are hubs for job growth where people can live where they work.
• Creative Communities: Our centers provide mix of arts/culture/natural resources & other 

amenities.
On average, respondents provided a “C” (2.71 stars) rating on the regional implementation of 
Corridors. As the highest rated statement in the implementation of Centers, respondents agree 
somewhat favorably that the region’s urban centers provided a Mix of Uses an average of 
3.06 stars out of 5. The four (4) statements rated below neutral include Inclusive Design, 
providing Creative Communities, serving as Economic Hubs and prioritizing Urban Focused 
development. Overall, the objectives of the implementation of Centers in the region could 
benefit from additional work. 

Mixed Uses (3.06)

Inclusive Design (2.83)

Creative Communities (2.82)

Economic Hub (2.46)

Urban Focused (2.4)

CENTERS
AVERAGE RATING

C

“People want walkable neighborhoods. Develop sidewalks, bike lanes, and bike paths.
Make streets safer for pedestrians, be people-focused instead of car focused.” – Survey
Respondent
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Regional PERSPECTIVES

Regarding the “Conservation & Country” C’s of the regional growth vision, respondents were
asked to rate their agreement on a 5-star scale with the following statements. The averages of
the ratings are provided behind each theme.

• Preservation: The region prioritizes preserving open space, natural areas & resources.
• Recreation: Outdoor recreational areas are easily accessible & offer desired amenities.
• Agriculture: The region's agriculture practices and lands are sustainable and viable.
• Water Needs: Current policies and practices will provide for sufficient future water supply.
• Sensitive Development: Development in the region is sensitive to environmental impacts.

On average, respondents provided a “C+” rating (3.1 stars) for the implementation of
Conservation & Country from the regional growth vision. The results revealed that respondents
agree somewhat favorably with the statement that the region’s outdoor Recreation features
are easily accessibly and offer desirable amenities with an average of 3.25 stars out of 5. The
remaining four (4) statements received less than neutral ratings, including the region’s
Agriculture practices and lands being sustainable and viable; the region prioritizes the
Preservation of open space, natural areas, and resources; current policies and practices will
provide for sufficient future water supply; and development in the region is Sensitive to
environmental impacts. These objectives of the growth vision appear to require more work
within the region overall.

Recreation (3.25)

Agriculture (2.59)

Preservation (2.54)

Water Needs (2.26)

Sensitive Development (2.15)

CONSERVATION & COUNTRY 
AVERAGE RATINGS

“Natural springs and parks and the monthly Saturday night concerts are a great 
start but we have the potential to do more with flora and fauna and arts.” –
Survey Respondent
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Regional PERSPECTIVES

Regarding the “Corridors” C’s of the regional growth vision, respondents were asked to rate
their agreement on a 5-star scale with the following statement. The averages of the ratings are
provided behind each theme.

• Choices: There are a variety of efficient and accessible transportation choices.
• Economic Assets: The region is effectively planning for access to regional economic assets.
• High Tech: Innovative technology investments are being made in the region.
• Transportation Planning: The region is prioritizing regional transit corridors over road 

expansion
• Bike & Pedestrian: The region provides safe bike/ped facilities that connect communities

On average, respondents rated the implementation of the goals and objectives of the
Corridors theme less than favorably with a “D+” (2.38 stars) average of all five (5) statement
areas. This indicates that work needs to be done throughout the region implementing this
theme from the regional growth vision.

High Tech (2.60) 

Bike & Pedestrian (2.49)

Economic Assets (2.45)

Choices (2.25)

Transportation Planning (2.09)

CORRIDORS
AVERAGE RATINGS

“Better planning for corridors would go a long way. Traffic is foreseeable because
of developments but planning an execution comes after developments already
exist.” – Survey Respondent
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COUNTY PERSPECTIVES
The following section provides the respective results from the engagement process for each
of the eight (8) counties in the ECFRPC region. The number of respondents from some
counties were lower than expected and the results differ from the regional assessment. This
could indicate that the lower response counties could benefit from more outreach and
engagement.

APPENDIX
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BREVARD COUNTY
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BREVARD COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES

This section provides the Quality of Life Values ranked by Brevard County respondents.
Respondents were asked to rank Quality of Life Values from a selection of eight (8) total. The
chart above reflects the average of all the rankings. Note that the values closest to 1 reflect
the most favorably ranked values. What can be seen here is that respondents ranked their
highest values, in order, as Safe Community/Low Crime, Environment & Outdoor Recreation,
and Housing I Can Afford.

‘QUALITY OF LIFE’ VALUE RANKINGS
Safe Community/Low Crime                    (1.69)

Environment & Outdoor Recreation        (2.02)

Housing I Can Afford                                  (2.04)

Transportation Options                              (2.07)

Access to Healthcare                                (2.11)

Quality Jobs                                                (2.12)

Access to Arts & Culture                           (2.17)

Good Schools                                             (2.30)

HIGH 
PRIORITY

LOW 
PRIORITY
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This section provides the Regional Priorities ranked by Brevard County respondents.
Respondents were asked to rank their Priorities from a selection of eight (8) total. The chart
above reflects the average of all the rankings. Note that the values closest to 1 reflect the
highest ranked priority. What can be seen here is that respondents ranked their highest
priorities, in order, as Higher Paying Jobs, Managing Growth, and the Environment.

BREVARD COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES
‘PRIORITY’ RANKINGS

Higher Paying Jobs                                    (1.86)

Managing Growth                                     (1.88)

Environment                                                (1.93) 

Housing for All Incomes                             (2.00)

Education                                                    (2.00)

Climate Change                                        (2.11)

Homelessness                                             (2.18)

Efficient Transportation                              (2.27)

HIGH 
PRIORITY

LOW 
PRIORITY
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Regarding “My Community”, respondents were asked to rate their agreement on
a 5-star scale with the following statements. The averages of the ratings are
provided behind each theme.
• My Community: My community manages growth in a sustainable and

responsible manner.
• Amenities: My community includes educational, health care, and cultural

amenities.
• Housing: My community has a range of obtainable housing opportunities and

choices.
• Distinct and Safe: My community is a distinct, attractive, & safe place to live.
• Equity: My community provides accessible and equitable opportunities for all.
Respondents for Brevard County rated My Community an average of 2.99 stars
out of 5 total over 5 major themes. The highest rated theme, Distinct & Safe, rated
3.57 stars out of 5 for that theme alone. Overall, My Community was rated a “C”
average for implementation in Brevard County.

BREVARD COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES

Distinct & Safe (3.57)

Amenities (3.12)

Equity (2.94)

My Community (2.69)

Housing (2.63)

“MY COMMUNITY” 

“There are too many new housing developments popping up. They are ruining
the environment.“ – Survey Respondent
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Regarding “Regional Prosperity”, respondents were asked to rate their
agreement on a 5-star scale with the following statements. The averages of the
ratings are provided behind each theme.
• Looking Back: Before, 2020, the region's economy is in a better place today 

than 10 years ago.
• My Economy: Prior to Covid-19, my financial well-being is in a better place 

today than 10 years ago.
• Regional Economy: The region's economy is on the right track to be resilient 

and sustainable.
• Job Diversity: Quality, well-paying, diverse jobs are available across the region.
• Competitive Economy: The region offers and grows a diverse & globally 

competitive economy.
On average, the highest rated statement related to the themes of the How Shall
We Grow regional growth vision is that the Regional Economy is perceived to be
on the right track to be resilient and sustainable with an average of 3.66 stars out
of 5. My Economy rates an average of 3.53 stars over 5 by the respondents for
Brevard County. Job Diversity, Competitive Economy, and Looking Back were
generally rated as neutral. Overall, Regional Prosperity rates 3.26 out of 5.

‘REGIONAL PROSPERITY’ RATINGS

BREVARD COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES

Regional Economy (3.66)

My Economy (3.53)

Job Diversity (3.15)

Competitive Economy (3.00)

Looking Back (2.94)

“I am really proud of Brevard county for attracting such diverse industries -- manufacturing (guns,
lighting, aircraft), engineering, shipping companies (google, walmart) and space (spaceX and
Blue Origin)” – Survey Respondent
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Regarding “Centers” C of the regional growth vision, respondents were asked to rate
their agreement on a 5-star scale with the following statements. The averages of the
ratings are provided behind each theme.
• Mix of Uses: Our urban centers have a mix of apartments/condos, retail, restaurants,

etc.
• Inclusive Design: Centers are designed to accommodate and appeal to all walks of

life.
• Urban Focused: The region is prioritizing development in appropriate, existing urban

areas.
• Economic Hub: Our centers are hubs for job growth where people can live where

they work.
• Creative Communities: Our centers provide mix of arts/culture/natural resources &

other amenities
On average, respondents for Brevard County rated the implementation of “Corridors”
as a C-, or a 2.58 out of 5 total stars over the 5 themed statements. Respondents
generally agree with the statement that the region’s urban centers provide a Mix of
Uses with an average of 3.14 stars out of 5. The remaining four (4) statements all rated
below neutral (a rating below 3).

BREVARD COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES

Mix of Uses (3.14)

Inclusive Design (2.93)

Urban Focused (2.77)

Creative Communities (2.51)

Economic Hub (2.37)

'CENTERS' RATINGS

“Housing in major centers is pretty costly, especially if you need more space.”
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Regarding the “Conservation & Country” C’s of the regional growth vision, respondents
were asked to rate their agreement on a 5-star scale with the following statements. The
averages of the ratings are provided behind each theme.
• Preservation: The region prioritizes preserving open space, natural areas & resources.
• Recreation: Outdoor recreational areas are easily accessible & offer desired

amenities.
• Agriculture: The region's agriculture practices and lands are sustainable and viable
• Water Needs: Current policies and practices will provide for sufficient future water

supply.
• Sensitive Development: Development in the region is sensitive to environmental

impacts.
On average, respondents for Brevard County rated the implementation of the
Conservation and County C’s of the How Shall We Grow? regional growth vision a 2.58
stars out of 5 stars over 5 major themes. As highest rated statement (3.23), respondents
agree that the region’s outdoor Recreation features are easily accessibly and offer
desirable amenities. The remaining four (4) statements were all rated below neutral
indicating general disagreement with the statements.

BREVARD COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES
‘CONSERVATION & COUNTRY' RATINGS

Recreation (3.23)

Preservation (2.62)

Agriculture (2.56)

Water Needs (2.30)

Sensitive Development (2.20)

“There needs to be significant education and marketing plans so that individuals understand
their roles. Why we should encourage trees, why we should follow watering restrictions, what
impact does the use of herbicide, pesticide and fertilizer have on our quality of life.” – Survey
Respondent
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Regarding the “Corridors” C’s of the regional growth vision, respondents were
asked to rate their agreement on a 5-star scale with the following statements. The
averages of the ratings are provided behind each theme.

• Choices: There are a variety of efficient and accessible transportation choices.
• Economic Assets: The region is effectively planning for access to regional 

economic assets.
• High Tech: Innovative technology investments are being made in the region.
• Transportation Planning: The region is prioritizing regional transit corridors over 

road expansion.
• Bike & Pedestrian: The region provides safe bike/ped facilities that connect 

communities.
On average, respondents for Brevard County rated the implementation of
Corridors as a C - on the 5-point average scale, rating an average of 2.55 stars
out of 5. Their highest rated statement is that in the implementation of Corridors
that High Tech, innovative technology investments are being made in the region,
averaging 3.15 out of 5 stars. The remaining four (4) statements were rated
below neutral indicating additional work is needed in the implementation of
Corridors.

BREVARD COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES

High Tech (3.15)

Economic Assets (2.58)

Choices (2.37)

Transportation Planning (2.35)

Bike & Pedestrian (2.32)

'CORRIDORS' RATINGS

“We need a giant map of all bike trails so can plan connectivity better.” – Survey
Respondent
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LAKE COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES

This section provides the Quality of Life Values ranked by Lake County respondents.
Respondents were asked to rank their 1st, 2nd, and 3rd highest Quality of Life Values from a
selection of eight (8) total. The chart above reflects the average of all the rankings. Note
that the values closest to 1 reflect the highest ranked value. What can be seen here is that
respondents ranked their highest values, in order, as Safe Community/Low Crime,
Environment & Outdoor Recreation, and Housing I Can Afford.

‘QUALITY OF LIFE’ VALUE RANKINGS
Safe Community/Low Crime                 (1.84)

Environment & Outdoor Recreation    (1.90)

Housing I Can Afford                              (1.93)

Access to Healthcare                            (2.06)

Good Schools                                         (2.12)

Quality Jobs                                            (2.18)

Access to Arts & Culture                        (2.19)

Transportation Options                          (2.22)

HIGH 
PRIORITY

LOW 
PRIORITY
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LAKE COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES

This section provides the Regional Priorities ranked by Lake County respondents. Respondents
were asked to rank their 1st, 2nd, and 3rd highest Priorities from a selection of eight (8) total.
The chart above reflects the average of all the rankings. Note that the values closest to 1
reflect the highest ranked priority. What can be seen here is that respondents ranked their
highest priority, in order, as Managing Growth, the Environment, and Housing for All Incomes.

REGIONAL PRIORITY RANKINGS
Managing Growth                                     (1.67)

Environment                                                (1.82) 

Housing for All Incomes                              (1.96)

Education                                                    (2.15)

Higher Paying Jobs                                    (2.16)

Climate Change                                        (2.31)

Efficient Transportation                              (2.48)

Homelessness                                             (2.64)

HIGH 
PRIORITY

LOW 
PRIORITY
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Regarding “My Community”, respondents were asked to rate their agreement on a 5-
star scale with the following statements. The averages of the ratings are provided
behind each theme.
• My Community: My community manages growth in a sustainable and responsible 

manner. 
• Amenities: My community includes educational, health care, and cultural amenities. 
• Housing: My community has a range of obtainable housing opportunities and 

choices. 
• Distinct and Safe: My community is a distinct, attractive, & safe place to live. 
• Equity: My community provides accessible and equitable opportunities for all. 
The respondents from Lake County rated My Community an average of 3.32 stars out of
5 total stars over 5 distinct themes. While respondents noted their communities as
Distinct and Safe Places to live, managing growth in a sustainable and responsible
manner was rated below neutral.

LAKE COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES

Distinct & Safe (3.94) 

Amenities (3.46) 

Equity (3.36)

Housing (2.98)

My Community (2.86)

“MY COMMUNITY”

“Economic Assets - Lake County and local cities, esp Leesburg and Groveland may be
"planning for access to regional economic assets" but it is at the expense of existing local
communities, especially those communities located in rural areas. Growth is expected, but it
should be sensitive to the needs of ALL residents and all community types, not just developers,
city dwellers and new residents.” - Survey Respondent
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Regarding “Regional Prosperity”, respondents were asked to rate their agreement on a
5-star scale with the following statements. The averages of the ratings are provided
behind each theme.
• Looking Back: Before, 2020, the region's economy is in a better place today than 10

years ago.
• My Economy: Prior to Covid-19, my financial well-being is in a better place today than

10 years ago.
• Regional Economy: The region's economy is on the right track to be resilient and

sustainable
• Job Diversity: Quality, well-paying, diverse jobs are available across the region.
• Competitive Economy: The region offers and grows a diverse & globally competitive

economy.
On average, the respondents from Lake County rated Regional Prosperity an average of
3.86 stars out of 5 total stars for their relative agreement with the 5 themed statements. As
the highest rated statement, respondents agreed that prior to Covid-19, their financial
well-being was in a better place than 10 years prior.

LAKE COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES
‘REGIONAL PROSPERITY’ RATING

My Economy (3.89)

Looking Back (3.65)

Regional Economy (3.24)

Competitive Economy (3.13)

Job Diversity (3.02)

“Development in Lake County relies predominantly on cars. Numerous roads are crowded, especially
the Villages on 441. Dealing with so much traffic is often frustrating and stressful. Lake County and local
cities should strive to be different and better than congested Orlando.”
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Regarding the “Centers” C of the regional growth vision, respondents were asked to
rate their agreement on a 5-star scale with the following statements. The averages of
the ratings are provided behind each theme.
• Mix of Uses: Our urban centers have a mix of apartments/condos, retail, restaurants,

etc.
• Inclusive Design: Centers are designed to accommodate and appeal to all walks of

life.
• Urban Focused: The region is prioritizing development in appropriate, existing urban

areas.
• Economic Hub: Our centers are hubs for job growth where people can live where

they work.
• Creative Communities: Our centers provide mix of arts/culture/natural resources &

other amenities
On average, residents of Lake County felt that the region is performing below par (2.62
of 5 stars) in the implementation of Centers in the regional growth vision with no
statement rating higher than 2.89 (Inclusive Design). The area in need of greatest
redirection, according to Lake County respondents, is prioritizing development in
existing urban areas.

LAKE COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES

Inclusive Design (2.89)

Creative Communities (2.70)

Mix of Uses (2.68)

Economic Hub (2.50)

Urban Focused (2.34)

'CENTERS' RATINGS

“The areas which have undergone redevelopment would mark as 5 stars, we are moving the 
needle in the right direction.  How far we are moving the needle in the status quo areas is a 
different story unfortunately.” – Survey Respondent
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Regarding the “Conservation & Country” C’s of the regional growth vision, respondents
were asked to rate their agreement on a 5-star scale with the following statements. The
averages of the ratings are provided behind each theme.
• Preservation: The region prioritizes preserving open space, natural areas & resources.
• Recreation: Outdoor recreational areas are easily accessible & offer desired

amenities.
• Agriculture: The region's agriculture practices and lands are sustainable and viable
• Water Needs: Current policies and practices will provide for sufficient future water

supply.
• Sensitive Development: Development in the region is sensitive to environmental

impacts.
On average, the residents of Lake County rated the implementation of “Conservation
and Country” within the 4 “C’s of the How Shall We Grow? regional growth vision 2.48
stars out of 5 across the 5 themed statements. The only statement rated above neutral
is that the region provides for outdoor Recreational areas that are easily accessible&
offer desired amenities. Respondents disagreed with the statement that development is
sensitive to environmental impacts (1.99).

LAKE COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES

Recreation (3.06)

Agriculture (2.66)

Preservation (2.46)

Water Needs (2.23)

Sensitive Development (1.99)

'CONSERVATION & COUNTRY' RATINGS

“This IS and WILL BE the biggest issue facing Central Florida in the future. We are 
far to willing to accept negative impacts here in the name of progress.” – Survey 
Respondent
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Regarding the “Corridors” C’s of the regional growth vision, respondents were asked to
rate their agreement on a 5-star scale with the following statements. The averages of
the ratings are provided behind each theme.
• Choices: There are a variety of efficient and accessible transportation choices.
• Economic Assets: The region is effectively planning for access to regional economic 

assets.
• High Tech: Innovative technology investments are being made in the region.
• Transportation Planning: The region is prioritizing regional transit corridors over road 

expansion.
• Bike & Pedestrian: The region provides safe bike/ped facilities that connect 

communities.
On average, residents of Lake County rated the implementation of Corridors concept
of the regional growth vision with 2.31 stars out of 5. The highest rated statemen of the
theme is Economic Assets which stated that the region is effectively planning for
access to regional economic assets. Prioritizing regional transit corridors was negatively
rated with only 1.99 stars

LAKE COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES

Economic Assets (2.53)

Bike & Pedestrian (2.45)

High Tech (2.38)

Choices (2.19)

Transportation Planning (1.99)

'CORRIDORS' RATINGS

“This seems to be a good way forward and there have been a number of places where this has
been done. Getting the success stories out more is critical to the success of this moving
forward.” – Survey Respondent
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MARION COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES

This section provides the Quality of Life Values ranked by Marion County respondents.
Respondents were asked to rank their 1st, 2nd, and 3rd highest Quality of Life Values from a
selection of eight (8) total. The chart above reflects the average of all the rankings. Note that
the values closest to 1 reflect the highest ranked value. What can be seen here is that
respondents ranked their highest values, in order, as Housing I Can Afford, Safe
Community/Low Crime, and Good Schools.
It should be noted that due to the limited survey responses for Marion County, additional
community conversations are recommended to further evaluated these findings.

‘QUALITY OF LIFE’ VALUE RANKINGS
Housing I Can Afford (1.67)

Safe Community / Low Crime  (1.81)

Good Schools (2.00)

Transportation Options  (2.00)

Quality Jobs                                                (2.11)

Environment & Outdoor (2.11)

Access to Arts & Culture                           (2.40)

Access to Healthcare (2.40)

HIGH 
PRIORITY

LOW 
PRIORITY
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This section provides the Regional Priorities ranked by Marion County respondents.
Respondents were asked to rank their 1st, 2nd, and 3rd highest Priorities from a selection of
eight (8) total. The chart above reflects the average of all the rankings. Note that the values
closest to 1 reflect the highest ranked priority. What can be seen here is that respondents
ranked their highest priorities, in order, as Climate Change, Education, and Managing
Growth.
It should be noted that due to the limited survey responses for Marion County, additional
community conversations are recommended to further evaluated these findings.

MARION COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES
‘PRIORITY’ RANKINGS

Climate Change (1.63)

Education (1.77) 

Managing Growth (1.82)

Homelessness                                              (2.00)

Higher Paying Jobs                                    (2.06)

Efficient Transportation (2.10)

Housing for All Incomes (2.11)

Environment (2.36)

HIGH 
PRIORITY

LOW 
PRIORITY
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Regarding “My Community”, respondents were asked to rate their agreement on
a 5-star scale with the following statements. The averages of the ratings are
provided behind each theme.
• My Community: My community manages growth in a sustainable and

responsible manner.
• Amenities: My community includes educational, health care, and cultural

amenities.
• Housing: My community has a range of obtainable housing opportunities and

choices.
• Distinct and Safe: My community is a distinct, attractive, & safe place to live.
• Equity: My community provides accessible and equitable opportunities for all.
On average, residents of Marion County rated My Community as 2.92 of 5 stars
over the 5 themes. The highest rated theme is District & Safe with 3.27 average
stars out of 5. Results indicate that respondents felt that managing growth in a
sustainable manner and having a range of housing opportunities need additional
focus. It should be noted that due to the limited survey responses for Marion County, additional community
conversations are recommended to further evaluated these findings.

MARION COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES

Distinct & Safe (3.27)

Amenities (3.00)

Equity (3.00)

My Community (2.70)

Housing (2.64)

'My Community' Rating

“With rental rates going up and not enough affordable housing, families on low and medium 
income are living in unsafe housing.” – Survey Respondent
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Regarding “Regional Prosperity”, respondents were asked to rate their agreement on a
5-star scale with the following statements. The averages of the ratings are
provided behind each theme.

• Looking Back: Before, 2020, the region's economy is in a better place today than 10
years ago.

• My Economy: Prior to Covid-19, my financial well-being is in a better place today than
10 years ago.

• Regional Economy: The region's economy is on the right track to be resilient and
sustainable.

• Job Diversity: Quality, well-paying, diverse jobs are available across the region.
• Competitive Economy: The region offers and grows a diverse & globally competitive

economy.
On average, residents rated the agreement with the five (5) themed statements within
the Regional Prosperity rating screen an average of 2.52 out of 5. This average ranks a
letter “C-” on the 5-point scale average. Looking back and My Economy were both
rated positively above neutral. This rating provides an insight in areas to focus
engagement, outreach, and planning and policy efforts to increase regional prosperity.

MARION COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES

Looking Back (3.55)

My Economy (3.49)

Competitive Economy (2.76)

Regional Economy (2.68)

Job Diversity (2.66)

‘Regional Prosperity' Rating

C-

“It is improving with the large companies coming to Marion county.” – Survey 
Respondent
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Regarding “Centers” C of the regional growth vision, respondents were asked to rate
their agreement on a 5-star scale with the following statements . The averages of the
ratings are provided behind each theme.
• Mix of Uses: Our urban centers have a mix of apartments/condos, retail, restaurants,

etc.
• Inclusive Design: Centers are designed to accommodate and appeal to all walks of

life.
• Urban Focused: The region is prioritizing development in appropriate, existing urban

areas.
• Economic Hub: Our centers are hubs for job growth where people can live where

they work.
• Creative Communities: Our centers provide mix of arts/culture/natural resources &

other amenities
On average, residents of Marion County rated the implementation of the “Centers” C
of the regional growth vision a 2.46 stars out of 5. This is considered a C- on the 5-point
average scale with the averages for each statement theme noted below.

It should be noted that due to the limited survey responses for Marion County, additional community
conversations are recommended to further evaluated these findings.

MARION COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES
'CENTERS' RATINGS

“This is improving but again not enough housing.” – Survey Respondent

Mix of Uses (2.68)

Inclusive Design (2.54)

Creative Communities (2.54)

Economic Hub (2.29)

Urban Focused (2.24)
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Regarding the “Conservation & Country” C’s of the regional growth vision, respondents
were asked to rate their agreement on a 5-star scale with the following statements. The
averages of the ratings are provided behind each theme.
• Preservation: The region prioritizes preserving open space, natural areas & resources.
• Recreation: Outdoor recreational areas are easily accessible & offer desired 

amenities.
• Agriculture: The region's agriculture practices and lands are sustainable and viable
• Water Needs: Current policies and practices will provide for sufficient future water 

supply.
• Sensitive Development: Development in the region is sensitive to environmental 

impacts.
On average, respondents rated that the implementation of Conservation and Country
of the How Shall We Grow regional growth vision 2.76 stars out of 5 total stars over 5
themes, a C. The highest rated statement indicated they agree with the statement
that the region’s outdoor Recreation features are easily accessibly and offer desirable
amenities (2.76 stars out of 5.). It should be noted that due to the limited survey responses for Marion
County, additional community conversations are recommended to further evaluated these findings.

MARION COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES
'CONSERVATION & COUNTRY' RATING

Recreation (3.29)

Preservation (3.02)

Agricultures (2.64)

Sensitive Development (2.49)

Water Needs (2.38)

“I've lived here my entire life. It's sad to see natural water recharge areas being torn up for
development. No one seems to be addressing the increasing amounts of nitrates and other pollutants
making their way into the aquifer. Habitat fragmentation is an issue that needs to be addressed as well.
Use buildings/facilities that already exist, stop tearing up land to make new ones.” – Survey Respondent
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Regarding the “Corridors” C’s of the regional growth vision, respondents were asked to
rate their agreement on a 5-star scale with the following statements. The averages of
the ratings are provided behind each theme.
• Choices: There are a variety of efficient and accessible transportation choices.
• Economic Assets: The region is effectively planning for access to regional economic

assets.
• High Tech: Innovative technology investments are being made in the region.
• Transportation Planning: The region is prioritizing regional transit corridors over road

expansion
• Bike & Pedestrian: The region provides safe bike/ped facilities that connect

communities
On average, the residents of Marion County rated the implementation of the
“Corridors” C 2.31 stars out of 5. The highest rated statement is that the region is
effectively planning for access to regional Economic Assets, 2.54 out of 5 stars. As all
statements were rated below neutral (3), more work needs to be done in this area.

It should be noted that due to the limited survey responses for Marion County, additional community
conversations are recommended to further evaluated these findings.

MARION COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES
'CORRIDORS' RATINGS

Economic Assets (2.54)

Bike & Pedestrian (2.46)

Choices (2.34)

High Tech (2.18)

Transportation Planning (2.03)

“Safer bike lanes and pedestrian crossing is needed.” – Survey Respondent
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ORANGE COUNTY
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ORANGE COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES

This section provides the Quality of Life Values ranked by Orange County respondents.
Respondents were asked to rank their 1st, 2nd, and 3rd highest Quality of Life Values from a
selection of eight (8) total. The chart above reflects the average of all the rankings. Note that
the values closest to 1 reflect the highest ranked value. What can be seen here is that
respondents ranked their highest values, in order, as Safe Community/Low Crime, Housing I
Can Afford, and Transportation Options.

‘QUALITY OF LIFE’ VALUE RANKINGS
Safe Community / Low Crime            (1.77)

Housing I Can Afford (1.88)

Transportation Options  (1.98)

Access to Healthcare (2.00)

Good Schools (2.05)

Environment & Outdoor (2.07)

Quality Jobs (2.13)

Access to Arts & Culture  (2.43)

HIGH 
PRIORITY

LOW 
PRIORITY
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This section provides the Regional Priorities ranked by Orange County respondents.
Respondents were asked to rank their 1st, 2nd, and 3rd highest Regional Priorities from a
selection of eight (8) total. The chart above reflects the average of all the rankings. Note that
the values closest to 1 reflect the highest ranked priority. What can be seen here is that
respondents ranked their highest priority, in order, as Climate Change, Managing Growth, and
Education.

ORANGE COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES

Climate Change (1.76)

Managing Growth (1.83) 

Education (1.90)

Housing for All Incomes                            (1.99)

Higher Paying Jobs                                    (2.08)

Environment (2.16)

Efficient Transportation (2.16)

Homelessness (2.30)

HIGH 
PRIORITY

LOW 
PRIORITY

‘PRIORITIES’ RANKINGS
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Regarding “My Community”, respondents were asked to rate their agreement on
a 5-star scale with the following statements . The averages of the ratings are
provided behind each theme.
• My Community: My community manages growth in a sustainable and 

responsible manner. 
• Amenities: My community includes educational, health care, and cultural 

amenities. 
• Housing: My community has a range of obtainable housing opportunities and 

choices. 
• Distinct and Safe: My community is a distinct, attractive, & safe place to live. 
• Equity: My community provides accessible and equitable opportunities for all. 
On average, residents of Orange County rated their concept of My Community
a 2.80 stars out of 5 based on five (5) themed statements. You can see the
individual ratings for each of those themes below.

ORANGE COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES

Distinct & Safe (3.45)

Amenities (3.43)

Equity (2.92)

High Tech (2.18)

Transportation Planning (2.03)

‘MY COMMUNITY’ RATINGS

C

“Development is allowed to demolish large tracts of forested lands and plant
several palm trees back. This is a huge net loss in the benefits from trees, and can
easily be fixed with one regulation requiring more and better trees be replaced
when removed.” – Survey Respondent
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Regarding “Regional Prosperity”, respondents were asked to rate their agreement on a
5-star scale with the following statements. The averages of the ratings are provided
behind each theme.
• Looking Back: Before, 2020, the region's economy is in a better place today than 10 

years ago.
• My Economy: Prior to Covid-19, my financial well-being is in a better place today 

than 10 years ago.
• Regional Economy: The region's economy is on the right track to be resilient and 

sustainable.
• Job Diversity: Quality, well-paying, diverse jobs are available across the region.
• Competitive Economy: The region offers and grows a diverse & globally competitive 

economy.
The residents of Orange County rated their sentiments on Regional Prosperity of their
region as an average of 3.15 stars out of 5. On average, respondents rated the
statement that “My Economy”, prior to Covid-19, their financial well-being was in a
better place than 10 years ago, with 3.82 stars out of 5. While respondents feel the
region’s economy is in a better place than 10 years ago, the ratings of job diversity,
providing a competitive economy and having an economy that is on track to be
resilient and sustainable still needs work as these statements were rated slightly below
neutral.

ORANGE COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES
‘REGIONAL PROSPERITY’ RATINGS

My Economy (3.82)

Looking Back (3.57)

Regional Economy (2.90)

Competitive Economy (2.85)

Job Diversity (2.60)

C+
“The region needs to address housing affordability public transportation.” – Survey Respondent

57



EAST CENTRAL FLORIDA REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL

Regarding “Centers” C of the regional growth vision, respondents were asked to rate
their agreement on a 5-star scale with the following statements. The averages of the
ratings are provided behind each theme.
• Mix of Uses: Our urban centers have a mix of apartments/condos, retail, restaurants, 

etc.
• Inclusive Design: Centers are designed to accommodate and appeal to all walks of 

life.
• Urban Focused: The region is prioritizing development in appropriate, existing urban 

areas.
• Economic Hub: Our centers are hubs for job growth where people can live where 

they work.
• Creative Communities: Our centers provide mix of arts/culture/natural resources & 

other amenities
Respondents rated the implementation of “Centers” on average, with 2.79 out of 5 stars
total across the five (5) themes. The highest rated individual theme is that region
provides for the implementation of Creative Communities with a mix of
arts/culture/natural resources & other amenities an average of 3.17 stars out of 5.
Prioritizing development in existing urban centers, creating live work centers, and
designing centers for all walks of life were identified as areas needing more work.

ORANGE COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES

Creative Communities (3.17)

Mix of Uses (3.09)

Inclusive Design (2.67)

Economic Hub (2.54) 

Urban Focused (2.48)

'CENTERS' RATINGS

C
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Regarding the “Conservation & Country” C’s of the regional growth vision, respondents were
asked to rate their agreement on a 5-star scale with the following statements. The averages of
the ratings are provided behind each theme.

• Preservation: The region prioritizes preserving open space, natural areas & resources.
• Recreation: Outdoor recreational areas are easily accessible & offer desired amenities.
• Agriculture: The region's agriculture practices and lands are sustainable and viable
• Water Needs: Current policies and practices will provide for sufficient future water supply.
• Sensitive Development: Development in the region is sensitive to environmental impacts.

Residents of Orange County felt the implementation of the Conservation and Country C’s of
the regional growth Vision was on average 2.65 out of 5 stars over the give (5) including
recreation, preservation, agriculture, water needs, and sensitive development. The highest
rated sentiment overall in Orange County is that they slightly agree more than neutral that the
region’s outdoor Recreation features are easily accessibly and offer desirable amenities an
average of 3.31 stars out of 5. The remaining areas have been identified as falling behind the
curve in implementation and focus.

ORANGE COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES

Recreation (3.31)

Preservation (2.67)

Agriculture (2.62)

Water Needs (2.41) 

Sensitive Development (2.25)

‘CONSERVATION & COUNTRY’ RATINGS

“Seminole has held the urban growth boundary. Orange is trying to.  These efforts are worthy 
and must continue to protect and preserve rural areas.” – Survey Respondent

C-
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Regarding the “Corridors” C’s of the regional growth vision, respondents were asked to
rate their agreement on a 5-star scale with the following statements. The averages of the
ratings are provided behind each theme.
• Choices: There are a variety of efficient and accessible transportation choices.
• Economic Assets: The region is effectively planning for access to regional economic

assets.
• High Tech: Innovative technology investments are being made in the region.
• Transportation Planning: The region is prioritizing regional transit corridors over road

expansion
• Bike & Pedestrian: The region provides safe bike/ped facilities that connect

communities
Residents of Orange County rated the implementation of Corridors to be an average of
2.36 stars out of 5 total stars. All statements in the “Corridor” theme rated below neutral
with the highest rated statement is being that the region provides High Tech, innovative
technology investments are being made in the region, rating average of 2.80 stars out of
5. Advancing corridors as providing a variety of transportation choices, access to
regional economic assets, bike ped facilities and prioritizing regional transit all were
noted as falling behind. Additional regional outreach, education, an further
engagement on how the region may better impalement this theme may be useful.

ORANGE COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES

High Tech (2.80)

Economic Assets (2.43)

Bike & Pedestrian (2.41)

Transportation Planning (2.08)

Choices (2.06)

‘CORRIDORS’ RATINGS

“Orlando is doing a good job and FDOT is now advancing Complete Streets. Things are getting
better but Engineers should not be designing Cities! Planners and Landscape Architects should
be in that role.” – Survey Respondent

D+
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OSCEOLA COUNTY
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OSCEOLA COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES

This section provides the Quality of Life Values ranked by Osceola County respondents.
Respondents were asked to rank their 1st, 2nd, and 3rd highest Quality of Life Values from a
selection of eight (8) total. The chart above reflects the average of all the rankings. Note that
the values closest to 1 reflect the highest ranked value. What can be seen here is that
respondents ranked their highest values, in order, as Safe Community/Low Crime, Housing I
Can Afford, and Access to Healthcare. It should be noted that due to the limited survey
responses for Osceola County, additional community conversations are recommended to
further evaluated these findings.

Safe Community / Low Crime       (1.67)

Housing I Can Afford          (1.75)

Access to Healthcare (1.83)

Good Schools (1.88)

Quality Jobs                                     (1.92)

Environment & Outdoor (2.30)

Transportation Options (2.43)

Access to Arts & Culture                 (2.50)

HIGH 
PRIORITY

LOW 
PRIORITY

‘QUALITY OF LIFE’ VALUES
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OSCEOLA COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES

This section provides the Regional Priorities ranked by Osceola County respondents.
Respondents were asked to rank their 1st, 2nd, and 3rd highest Regional Priorities from a
selection of eight (8) total. The chart above reflects the average of all the rankings. Note
that the values closest to 1 reflect the highest ranked value. What can be seen here is that
respondents ranked their highest priorities, in order, as Climate Change, Managing Growth,
and Efficient Transportation. It should be noted that due to the limited survey responses for
Osceola County, additional community conversations are recommended to further
evaluated these findings.

Climate Change (1.00)

Managing Growth (1.82) 

Efficient Transportation (1.95)

Homelessness                                              (2.00)

Housing for All Incomes (2.00)

Education (2.20)

Higher Paying Jobs       (2.33)

Environment (2.43)

HIGH 
PRIORITY

LOW 
PRIORITY

'PRIORITIES’ RANKING
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Regarding “My Community”, respondents were asked to rate their agreement on
a 5-star scale with the following statements. The averages of the ratings are
provided behind each theme.

• My Community: My community manages growth in a sustainable and 
responsible manner. 

• Amenities: My community includes educational, health care, and cultural 
amenities. 

• Housing: My community has a range of obtainable housing opportunities and 
choices. 

• Distinct and Safe: My community is a distinct, attractive, & safe place to live. 
• Equity: My community provides accessible and equitable opportunities for all. 

The residents of Osceola County have rated My Community 2.69 stars out of 5
stars. The highest rated theme within My Community was that residents feel (3.38
out of 5 stars) that their community is an attractive, Distinct & Safe place to live.

OSCEOLA COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES

Distinct & Safe (3.38)

Amenities (2.83)

Housing (2.79)

Equity (2.67)

My Community (1.78)

'MY COMMUNITY' RATINGS 

“There’s nothing responsible or sustainable about ever-increasing low density
sprawl that requires a car and renders realistic mass transit ineffective before it
can even be considered.” – Survey Respondent

C-
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Regarding “Regional Prosperity”, respondents were asked to rate their agreement on a
5-star scale with the following statements. The averages of the ratings are provided
behind each theme.
• Looking Back: Before, 2020, the region's economy is in a better place today than 10 

years ago.
• My Economy: Prior to Covid-19, my financial well-being is in a better place today 

than 10 years ago.
• Regional Economy: The region's economy is on the right track to be resilient and 

sustainable
• Job Diversity: Quality, well-paying, diverse jobs are available across the region.
• Competitive Economy: The region offers and grows a diverse & globally competitive 

economy.
The residents of Osceola County rated the Regional Prosperity 2.78 stars out of 5 stars.
The respondents feel most strongly that Prior to Covid-19, their financial well-being was
in a better place today than 10 years ago. With a rating of 2.18, respondents indicated
that the region had room to grow to provide a diverse and globally competitive
economy.

OSCEOLA COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES
‘REGIONAL PROSPERITY’ RATINGS

My Economy (3.73)

Looking Back (3.18)

Regional Economy (2.58)

Competitive Economy (2.27)

Job Diversity (2.18)

C
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Regarding the “Centers” C of the regional growth vision, respondents were asked to rate their
agreement on a 5-star scale with the following statements. The averages of the ratings are
provided behind each theme.

• Mix of Uses: Our urban centers have a mix of apartments/condos, retail, restaurants, etc.
• Inclusive Design: Centers are designed to accommodate and appeal to all walks of life.
• Urban Focused: The region is prioritizing development in appropriate, existing urban areas.
• Economic Hub: Our centers are hubs for job growth where people can live where they work.
• Creative Communities: Our centers provide mix of arts/culture/natural resources & other

amenities

Respondents for Osceola County rated, on average, the implementation of the “Centers” 2.38
out of 5 stars with the highest rated statement indicating respondents felt generally neutral
concerning the Mix of Uses in their urban centers (3 out of 5 stars.) Respondents were in
general agreement that the remaining concepts were lacking or falling behind in urban
centers.

OSCEOLA COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES

Mix of Uses (3.00)

Inclusive Design (2.41)

Urban Focused (2.36)

Creative Communities (2.14)

Economic Hub (2.00)

'CENTERS' RATINGS

“Reasonable commute times are hard to come by unless you happen to have owned a home
near your job for at least 10 years now, or make well over $100k. And again, cars are practically
required, as the Sentinel series on crazy commutes for Lynx riders in the attractions area
especially illustrated.” – Survey Respondent

D+
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Regarding the “Conservation & Country” C’s of the regional growth vision, respondents were
asked to rate their agreement on a 5-star scale with the following statements. The averages of
the ratings are provided behind each theme.
• Preservation: The region prioritizes preserving open space, natural areas & resources.
• Recreation: Outdoor recreational areas are easily accessible & offer desired amenities.
• Agriculture: The region's agriculture practices and lands are sustainable and viable
• Water Needs: Current policies and practices will provide for sufficient future water supply.
• Sensitive Development: Development in the region is sensitive to environmental impacts.
Of the respondents who identify as residents of Osceola County, they rated the
implementation of the elements of the Conservation and Country development themes 2.27
out of 5 stars. On average, respondents generally agree that the region’s outdoor Recreation
features are easily accessibly and offer desirable amenities an average (3.14 stars out of 5.)
The ratings of the remaining items indicate that more focus needs to be placed on preserving
open space, agricultural practices, planning for future water supply and developing in a
manger sensitive to the environment.

OSCEOLA COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES

Recreation (3.14)

Preservation (2.29)

Agriculture (2.14)

Water Needs (1.98)

Sensitive Development (1.81)

CONSERVATION & COUNTRY' RATINGS

“It may be repetitive, but sprawl is also the villain here as well. It’s no coincidence that as
Celebration for example expands outwards that areas that relied on those wetlands for
drainage have to deal with easier flooding and increased water management.” - Survey
Respondent

D+
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Regarding the “Corridors” C’s of the regional growth vision, respondents were asked to rate
their agreement on a 5-star scale with the following statements. The averages of the ratings
are provided behind each theme.
• Choices: There are a variety of efficient and accessible transportation choices.
• Economic Assets: The region is effectively planning for access to regional economic assets.
• High Tech: Innovative technology investments are being made in the region.
• Transportation Planning: The region is prioritizing regional transit corridors over road 

expansion
• Bike & Pedestrian: The region provides safe bike/ped facilities that connect communities
Osceola County respondents rated this theme the lowest with a D- average overall, or, 1.78
stars out of 5 stars total. This is an indication that work is yet to be done, as well as education
and engagement on this topic will enhance the implementation for the overall term of the 50-
year growth vision.

OSCEOLA COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES
'CORRIDORS' RATINGS

High Tech (2.08)

Bike & Pedestrian (1.81)

Economic Assets (1.76)

Transportation Planning (1.67)

Choices (1.57)

D

“The information on economic assets are not readily available to the Osceola
County residents and if there is information on the economic assets the people of
Osceola are not informed on where or how to find the info.” – Survey Respondent
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SEMINOLE COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES

This section provides the Quality of Life Values ranked by Seminole County respondents.
Respondents were asked to rank their 1st, 2nd, and 3rd highest Quality of Life Values from a
selection of eight (8) total. The chart above reflects the average of all the rankings. Note
that the values closest to 1 reflect the highest ranked value. What can be seen here is that
respondents ranked their highest values, in order, as Safe Community/Low Crime, Housing I
Can Afford, and Good Schools.

‘QUALITY OF LIFE’ VALUE RANKINGS
Safe Community / Low Crime (1.70)

Housing I Can Afford (1.86)

Good Schools (2.03)

Quality Jobs (2.09)

Environment & Outdoor (2.10)

Access to Healthcare (2.17)

Access to Arts & Culture                          (2.30)

Transportation Options (2.46)

HIGH 
PRIORITY

LOW 
PRIORITY
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This section provides the Regional Priorities ranked by Seminole County respondents.
Respondents were asked to rank their 1st, 2nd, and 3rd highest Priorities from a selection of
eight (8) total. The chart above reflects the average of all the rankings. Note that the values
closest to 1 reflect the highest ranked priority. What can be seen here is that respondents
ranked their highest priority, in order, as Managing Growth, Climate Change, and Housing for
All Incomes.

SEMINOLE COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES

Managing Growth (1.76)

Climate Change (1.85) 

Housing for All Incomes (2.00)

Environment                                               (2.06)

Homelessness (2.06)

Education (2.10)

Higher Paying Jobs (2.11)

Efficient Transportation (2.26)

HIGH 
PRIORITY

LOW 
PRIORITY

‘PRIORITIES’ RANKINGS
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Regarding “My Community”, respondents were asked to rate their agreement on a 5-
star scale with the following statements. The averages of the ratings are provided
behind each theme.
• My Community: My community manages growth in a sustainable and responsible

manner.
• Amenities: My community includes educational, health care, and cultural amenities.
• Housing: My community has a range of obtainable housing opportunities and

choices.
• Distinct and Safe: My community is a distinct, attractive, & safe place to live.
• Equity: My community provides accessible and equitable opportunities for all.
Seminole County respondents rated their perspective of “My Community“ an average
3.32 stars out of 5 stars, or a “C” average. The highest rated feature is that their
communities are Distinct and Safe with an average of 3.94 stars out of 5.

SEMINOLE COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES

Distinct & Safe (3.94)

Amenities (3.46)

Equity (3.36)

Housing (2.98)

My Community (2.86)

‘MY COMMUNITY’ RATINGS

C+

“Oviedo on the park is getting too dense and traffic is getting high. Possibly
spread things out a little more and add some more greenery and little parks and
bench sitting areas.” – Survey Respondent
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Regarding “Regional Prosperity”, respondents were asked to rate their agreement on a
5-star scale with the following statements. The averages of the ratings are provided
behind each theme.
• Looking Back: Before, 2020, the region's economy is in a better place today than 10 

years ago.
• My Economy: Prior to Covid-19, my financial well-being is in a better place today 

than 10 years ago.
• Regional Economy: The region's economy is on the right track to be resilient and 

sustainable
• Job Diversity: Quality, well-paying, diverse jobs are available across the region.
• Competitive Economy: The region offers and grows a diverse & globally competitive 

economy.
The respondents for Seminole County rated the overall Prosperity at 3.4 stars out of 5
stars. The highest rated theme out the 5 was My Economy - Prior to Covid-19, my
financial well-being is in a better place today than 10 years ago - averaged 3.89 stars
out of 5. All themes were rated positively, over 3.0.

SEMINOLE COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES
‘PROSPERITY’ RATINGS

My Economy (3.89)

Looking Back (3.68)

Regional Economy (3.24)

Competitive Economy (3.13)

Job Diversity (3.02)

“There is still a significant wealth gap.” – Survey Respondent

C+
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Regarding “Centers” C of the regional growth vision, respondents were asked to rate
their agreement on a 5-star scale with the following statements. The averages of the
ratings are provided behind each theme.
• Mix of Uses: Our urban centers have a mix of apartments/condos, retail, restaurants,

etc.
• Inclusive Design: Centers are designed to accommodate and appeal to all walks of

life.
• Urban Focused: The region is prioritizing development in appropriate, existing urban

areas.
• Economic Hub: Our centers are hubs for job growth where people can live where

they work.
• Creative Communities: Our centers provide mix of arts/culture/natural resources &

other amenities
Respondents for Seminole County responded that the implementation of the “Centers”
concept of the How Shall We Grow? regional growth vision rates 3.02 stars out of 5, or a
“C+” average. Respondents most strongly agreed with the statement that the region’s
urban centers provided a Mix of Uses with an average of 3.58 stars out of 5. The
concepts of creating centers for job growth and prioritizing development in existing
urban areas were rated below neutral, indicating areas of additional needed focus.

SEMINOLE COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES

Mix of Uses (3.58)

Inclusive Design (3.17)

Creative Communities (2.99)

Economic Hub (2.71)

Urban Focused (2.67)

‘CENTERS’ RATINGS

“Nice but high priced with no requirement for accompanying recreational
facilities or REAL green space- not just retention ponds.” - Survey Respondent

C+
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Regarding the “Conservation & Country” C’s of the regional growth vision, respondents
were asked to rate their agreement on a 5-star scale with the following statements . The
averages of the ratings are provided behind each theme.
• Preservation: The region prioritizes preserving open space, natural areas & resources.
• Recreation: Outdoor recreational areas are easily accessible & offer desired 

amenities.
• Agriculture: The region's agriculture practices and lands are sustainable and viable
• Water Needs: Current policies and practices will provide for sufficient future water 

supply.
• Sensitive Development: Development in the region is sensitive to environmental 

impacts.
Respondents to this engagement prompt rated the implementation of the
“Conservation and Country” C’s of the regional growth vision with 2.65 stars out of 5
total stars – a few points more favorable than neutral. Their highest rated statement is
that the region’s outdoor Recreation features are easily accessibly and offer desirable
amenities (3.40 stars). The remaining concepts rated below neutral with the lowest as
needing to focus development in a more environmentally sensitive manner.

SEMINOLE COUNTY 
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Recreation (3.40)

Agriculture (2.64)

Preservation (2.60)

Water Needs (2.34)

Sensitive Development (2.26)

‘CONSERVATION & COUNTRY’ RATINGS

“The trails and all are great.. need bridges or tunnels to cross major roads that are
impediments to continuing on. Bike lanes need to be made safe with barriers.” –
Survey Respondent

C-
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Regarding the “Corridors” C’s of the regional growth vision, respondents were
asked to rate their agreement on a 5-star scale with the following statements. The
averages of the ratings are provided behind each theme.
• Choices: There are a variety of efficient and accessible transportation choices.
• Economic Assets: The region is effectively planning for access to regional 

economic assets.
• High Tech: Innovative technology investments are being made in the region.
• Transportation Planning: The region is prioritizing regional transit corridors over 

road expansion
• Bike & Pedestrian: The region provides safe bike/ped facilities that connect 

communities
The respondents for Seminole County rated the implementation of “Corridors” a
2.54 out of 5 stars, or, a C-. Respondents rated that the region provides safe Bike
& Pedestrian facilities that connect communities an average of 2.84 stars out of 5
and that Transportation Planning rates a 2.13 out of 5 stars.

SEMINOLE COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES

Bike & Pedestrian (2.84)

High Tech (2.76)

Economic Assets (2.64)

Choices (2.34)

Transportation Planning (2.13)

‘CORRIDORS’ RATINGS

“Many of the trails are not interconnected well enough. Pedestrian bridges or
tunnels are needed. Especially around UCF where many students are forced to
walk across dangerous Alafaya trail.”

C-
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SUMTER COUNTY
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SUMTER COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES

This section provides the Quality of Life Values ranked by Sumter County respondents.
Respondents were asked to rank their 1st, 2nd, and 3rd highest Quality of Life Values from a
selection of eight (8) total. The chart above reflects the average of all the rankings. Note
that the values closest to 1 reflect the highest ranked value. What can be seen here is that
respondents ranked their highest values, in order, as Quality Jobs, Good Schools, and Access
to Healthcare. It should be noted that due to the limited survey responses for Sumter County,
additional community conversations are recommended to further evaluated these findings.

‘QUALITY OF LIFE’ VALUE RANKINGS
Quality Jobs (1.57)

Good Schools (1.67)

Access to Healthcare (1.75)

Housing I Can Afford (2.00)

Environment & Outdoor Recreation (2.00)

Transportation Options (2.00)

Safe Community / Low Crime                   (2.40)

Access to Arts & Culture (2.50)

HIGH 
PRIORITY

LOW 
PRIORITY
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This section provides the Regional Priorities ranked by Sumter County respondents.
Respondents were asked to rank their 1st, 2nd, and 3rd highest Regional Priorities from a
selection of eight (8) total. The chart above reflects the average of all the rankings. Note
that the values closest to 1 reflect the highest ranked priority. What can be seen here is that
respondents ranked their highest priorities, in order, as Education, Homelessness, and Efficient
Transportation.

SUMTER COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES

Education (1.00)

Homelessness (1.50) 

Efficient Transportation (1.75)

Environment                                               (1.80)

Housing for All Incomes (2.00)

Higher Paying Jobs (2.00)

Managing Growth (2.27)

Climate Change (2.50)

HIGH 
PRIORITY

LOW 
PRIORITY

‘PRIORITIES’ RATINGS
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Regarding “My Community”, respondents were asked to rate their agreement
on a 5-star scale with the following statements. The averages of the ratings are
provided behind each theme.
• My Community: My community manages growth in a sustainable and 

responsible manner. 
• Amenities: My community includes educational, health care, and cultural 

amenities. 
• Housing: My community has a range of obtainable housing opportunities and 

choices. 
• Distinct and Safe: My community is a distinct, attractive, & safe place to live. 
• Equity: My community provides accessible and equitable opportunities for all. 

Respondents for Sumter County rated, on average, their overall sentiment
about My Community with 3.38 out of 5 total stars. This is a “C+” on the 5-point
scale. Respondents identified their communities as Distinct and Safe with an
average of 4.17 out of 5 stars. Respondents also positively noted that their
community includes a range of amenities and provides equitable access and
opportunities for all.

It should be noted that due to the limited survey responses for Sumter County, additional community
conversations are recommended to further evaluated these findings.

SUMTER COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES

Distinct & Safe (4.17)

Amenities (4.08)

Equity (3.33)

My Community (2.67)

Housing (2.67)

‘MY COMMUNITY’ RATING

C+
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Regarding “Regional Prosperity”, respondents were asked to rate their agreement on a
5-star scale with the following statements. The averages of the ratings are provided
behind each theme.
• Looking Back: Before, 2020, the region's economy is in a better place today than 10 

years ago.
• My Economy: Prior to Covid-19, my financial well-being is in a better place today 

than 10 years ago.
• Regional Economy: The region's economy is on the right track to be resilient and 

sustainable.
• Job Diversity: Quality, well-paying, diverse jobs are available across the region.
• Competitive Economy: The region offers and grows a diverse & globally competitive 

economy.
Respondents for Sumter County rated the region’s overall Prosperity from their
perspective with 3.32 out of 5 stars. This rating is the average of 5 themed statements
that also were rated by respondents on a 5-star scale. The highest rated statement is
that, on average, respondents agreed most positively that Looking Back before 2020,
the region’s economy was in a better place than the 10 years prior with an average of
3.78 stars out of 5. This is followed closely by My Economy including the respondents well
being was also in a better place (3.73 stars).
It should be noted that due to the limited survey responses for Sumter County, additional community
conversations are recommended to further evaluated these findings.

SUMTER COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES
‘PROSPERITY’ RATINGS

Looking Back (3.78)

My Economy (3.73) 

Regional Economy (3.18)

Competitive Economy (3.00)

Job Diversity (2.91)

C+

81



EAST CENTRAL FLORIDA REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL

Regarding “Centers” C of the regional growth vision, respondents were asked to rate
their agreement on a 5-star scale with the following statements. The averages of the
ratings are provided behind each theme.

• Mix of Uses: Our urban centers have a mix of apartments/condos, retail, restaurants,
etc.

• Inclusive Design: Centers are designed to accommodate and appeal to all walks of
life.

• Urban Focused: The region is prioritizing development in appropriate, existing urban
areas.

• Economic Hub: Our centers are hubs for job growth where people can live where
they work.

• Creative Communities: Our centers provide mix of arts/culture/natural resources &
other amenities

Respondents for Sumter County rated the implementation of “Centers” in Sumter
County 2.89 out of 5 stars, a C average. On average, the respondents highest rated
statement is that the region’s urban centers provided a Mix of Uses (3.27 stars).
Respondents noted that the concepts of Creative Communities, Urban Focused
centers, and Economic Hubs as related to centers could be improved.

It should be noted that due to the limited survey responses for Sumter County, additional community
conversations are recommended to further evaluated these findings.

SUMTER COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES

Mix of Uses (3.27)

Inclusive Design (3.09)

Creative Communities (2.91)

Economic Hub (2.64)

Urban Focused (2.55)

‘CENTERS’ RATINGS

C
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Regarding the “Conservation & Country” C’s of the regional growth vision, respondents
were asked to rate their agreement on a 5-star scale with the following statements. The
averages of the ratings are provided behind each theme.
• Preservation: The region prioritizes preserving open space, natural areas & resources.
• Recreation: Outdoor recreational areas are easily accessible & offer desired 

amenities.
• Agriculture: The region's agriculture practices and lands are sustainable and viable
• Water Needs: Current policies and practices will provide for sufficient future water 

supply.
• Sensitive Development: Development in the region is sensitive to environmental 

impacts.
Those respondents in Sumter County rated the implementation of the Conservation and
Country themes with 2.71 out of 5 stars. On average, respondents agreed with the
statement that the region’s outdoor Recreation features are easily accessibly and offer
desirable amenities with an average of 3.45 stars out of 5. The remaining themes
scored below neutral indicating respondents feel these areas need additional work
and focus in the region.

SUMTER COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES

Recreation (3.45)

Water Needs (2.82)

Sensitive Development (2.73)

Preservation (2.55)

Agriculture (2.00)

‘CONSERVATION & COUNTRY’ RATINGS

C

“This is the single biggest long-term problem in FL [lack of] planning. We are losing our aquifer
because of population growth. Sinkholes now; no water later.” – Survey Respondent
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Regarding the “Corridors” C’s of the regional growth vision, respondents were
asked to rate their agreement on a 5-star scale with the following statements. The
averages of the ratings are provided behind each theme.
• Choices: There are a variety of efficient and accessible transportation choices.
• Economic Assets: The region is effectively planning for access to regional

economic assets.
• High Tech: Innovative technology investments are being made in the region.
• Transportation Planning: The region is prioritizing regional transit corridors over

road expansion
• Bike & Pedestrian: The region provides safe bike/ped facilities that connect

communities

Sumter County respondents rated the implementation of “Corridors” with 2.57 out
of 5 total stars. This equates to a C- on the 5-point letter scale. While all items
rated below neutral, the highest rated statement related to the variety of
efficient and accessible transportation Choices a 2.82 out of 5 total stars, below
neutral.
It should be noted that due to the limited survey responses for Sumter County, additional community
conversations are recommended to further evaluated these findings.

SUMTER COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES

Choices (2.82)

Economic Assets (2.80)

Bike & Pedestrian (2.50)

Transportation Planning (2.45)

High Tech (2.27)

‘CORRIDORS’ RATINGS

C-
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VOLUSIA COUNTY
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VOLUSIA COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES

This section provides the Quality of Life Values ranked by Volusia County respondents.
Respondents were asked to rank their 1st, 2nd, and 3rd highest Quality of Life Values from a
selection of eight (8) total. The chart above reflects the average of all the rankings. Note
that the values closest to 1 reflect the highest ranked value. What can be seen here is that
respondents ranked their highest values, in order, as Safe Community/Low Crime,
Transportation, and Environment & Outdoor.

Safe Community / Low Crime                  (1.84)

Transportation Options   (1.85)

Environment & Outdoors (1.88)

Housing I Can Afford                  (2.04)

Good Schools (2.11)

Quality Jobs (2.16)

Access to Healthcare                                (2.16)

Access to Arts & Culture (2.38)

HIGH 
PRIORITY

LOW 
PRIORITY

QUALITY OF LIFE VALUES
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VOLUSIA COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES

This section provides the Regional Priorities ranked by Volusia County respondents.
Respondents were asked to rank their 1st, 2nd, and 3rd highest Priorities for the region from a
selection of eight (8) total. The chart above reflects the average of all the rankings. Note
that the values closest to 1 reflect the highest ranked value. What can be seen here is that
respondents ranked their highest regional priorities, in order, as Managing Growth, the
Environment, and Higher Paying Jobs.

Managing Growth    (1.65)

Environment (1.97) 

Higher Paying Jobs (2.03)

Education                                                   (2.15)

Housing for all Incomes                             (2.24)

Efficient Transportation (2.26)

Climate Change         (2.32)

Homelessness (2.34)

HIGH 
PRIORITY

LOW 
PRIORITY

PRIORITIES RANKINGS
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Regarding “My Community”, respondents were asked to rate their agreement on a 5-
star scale with the following statements. The averages of the ratings are provided
behind each theme.
• My Community: My community manages growth in a sustainable and responsible

manner.
• Amenities: My community includes educational, health care, and cultural amenities.
• Housing: My community has a range of obtainable housing opportunities and

choices.
• Distinct and Safe: My community is a distinct, attractive, & safe place to live.
• Equity: My community provides accessible and equitable opportunities for all.
Respondents for Volusia County rated My Community overall an average of 2.84 out of
5 stars. On average, respondents provided that their highest rated statement is that
their communities are Distinct and Safe (3.30 stars) and the statement My Community
manages growth in a sustainable and responsible way as their lowest rated with an
average of 2.24 out of 5 stars.

VOLUSIA COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES
'MY COMMUNITY' RATING

Distinct & Safe (3.30)

Amenities (3.10)

Equity (2.96)

Housing (2.58)

My Community (2.24)

C

“Not enough attention is paid to new small businesses, in the great rush to bring big
supposedly higher-paying companies. We should promote local businesses and encourage
local people to build here, innovate here, hire here, stay here.” – Survey Respondent
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Regarding “Regional Prosperity”, respondents were asked to rate their agreement on a
5-star scale with the following statements. The averages of the ratings are provided
behind each theme.
• Looking Back: Before, 2020, the region's economy is in a better place today than 10

years ago.
• My Economy: Prior to Covid-19, my financial well-being is in a better place today

than 10 years ago.
• Regional Economy: The region's economy is on the right track to be resilient and

sustainable
• Job Diversity: Quality, well-paying, diverse jobs are available across the region.
• Competitive Economy: The region offers and grows a diverse & globally competitive

economy.
Respondents from Volusia County rated the Regional Prosperity 2.80 out of 5 stars. On
average, the highest rated statement (3.54 stars) is that their personal economy, or My
Economy and well-being is in a better place than the 10 years prior to COVID-19.
Responses revealed that more focus needs to be placed on creating a resilient and
sustainable economy that is diverse and globally competitive with job’s that are well
paying and offer diversity across the region.

VOLUSIA COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES
‘REGIONAL PROSPERITY’ RATING

My Economy (3.54)

Looking Back (3.09)

Regional Economy (2.62)

Competitive Economy (2.43)

Job Diversity (2.33)

“Central Florida lacks high paying jobs compared to many places in the state or country.” –
Survey Respondent

C
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Regarding “Centers” C of the regional growth vision, respondents were asked to rate
their agreement on a 5-star scale with the following statements. The averages of the
ratings are provided behind each theme.

• Mix of Uses: Our urban centers have a mix of apartments/condos, retail, restaurants,
etc.

• Inclusive Design: Centers are designed to accommodate and appeal to all walks of
life.

• Urban Focused: The region is prioritizing development in appropriate, existing urban
areas.

• Economic Hub: Our centers are hubs for job growth where people can live where
they work.

• Creative Communities: Our centers provide mix of arts/culture/natural resources &
other amenities

Respondents for Volusia County rated the implementation of the “Centers” theme 2.48
out of 5 stars with all 5 statements averaged to a C-. The highest rated statement,
though below neutral with a 2.81, indicated that the region’s urban centers need
additional work to provide a Mix of Uses. Centers serving as Economic Hub and Urban
Focused rounded out the bottom with only 2.14 stars.

VOLUSIA COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES

Mix of Uses (2.81)

Creative Communities (2.67)

Inclusive Design (2.62)

Economic Hub (2.14)

Urban Focused (2.14)

'CENTERS' RATINGS

C-
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Regarding the “Conservation & Country” C’s of the regional growth vision, respondents
were asked to rate their agreement on a 5-star scale with the following statements. The
averages of the ratings are provided behind each theme.
• Preservation: The region prioritizes preserving open space, natural areas & resources.
• Recreation: Outdoor recreational areas are easily accessible & offer desired

amenities.
• Agriculture: The region's agriculture practices and lands are sustainable and viable
• Water Needs: Current policies and practices will provide for sufficient future water

supply.
• Sensitive Development: Development in the region is sensitive to environmental

impacts.
Respondents for Volusia County rated the implementation of Conservation and County
from the regional growth vision 2.33 out of 5 stars. This is less than neutral and rates a
“D+” on the letter grading scale. On average, respondents provided that their highest
rated statement is that in the implementation of Conservation & Country, they agree
with the statement that the region’s outdoor Recreation features are easily accessibly
and offer desirable amenities an average of 3.25 stars out of 5.

VOLUSIA COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES

Recreation (3.13)

Agriculture (2.52)

Preservation (2.25)

Sensitive Development (1.90)

Water Needs (1.88)

“CONSERVATION & COUNTRY” RATINGS

“Focus on local food-- Florida grown food for Florida residents.
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Bike & Pedestrian (2.55)

Choices (2.30)

Economic Assets (2.22)

High Tech (2.19)

Transportation Planning (1.92)

EAST CENTRAL FLORIDA REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL

Regarding the “Corridors” C’s of the regional growth vision, respondents were asked to
rate their agreement on a 5-star scale with the following statements. The averages of
the ratings are provided behind each theme.
• Choices: There are a variety of efficient and accessible transportation choices.
• Economic Assets: The region is effectively planning for access to regional economic

assets.
• High Tech: Innovative technology investments are being made in the region.
• Transportation Planning: The region is prioritizing regional transit corridors over road

expansion
• Bike & Pedestrian: The region provides safe bike/ped facilities that connect

communities
The respondents for Volusia County rated the implementation of the “Corridors” theme
of the regional growth vision 2.24 out of 5 stars. Generally, respondents indicated the
region is not hitting the mark in the themes associated with implementing the “Corridor”
them of the regional vision. The highest rated themed statement is related to the region
providing safe Bike & Pedestrian facilities that connect communities (2.55 stars)

VOLUSIA COUNTY 

PERSPECTIVES

'CORRIDORS' RATINGS

“Most streets don’t have divided walk paths, hardly any bike paths. The bike strips are 
not safe to use since they are not divided from the road.” – Survey Respondent
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COUNTY COMMENTS
The following section provides the respective results from the engagement process for each
of the eight (8) counties in the ECFRPC region. The number of respondents from some
counties were lower than expected and the results differ from the regional assessment. This
could indicate that the lower response counties could benefit from more outreach and
engagement.

APPENDIX
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Brevard County Comments 
 

Quality of Life Comments 
Quality Jobs  
Environment and Outdoor quality are also VERY important. 
Housing I Can Afford  
There’s a huge population of elderly or disabled people that don’t have a permanent home. We  
need affordable housing we need tiny home communities! Use solar energy on all of them! 

 

My Community Comments 
My Community 
city does a poor job of proactive planning ignoring mandates for LID, protection of water, protection 
of the IRL and managing planned growth with long range objectives 
The planning department in my community does not think about the environmental or health impact 
when approving development projects. 
Roads, sidewalks and ditches are needed 
The city if Rockledge prioritizes revenue over anything else. They approved 364 low-income housing 
to go right next door, in the backyards if 1 acre luxury million-dollar homes and no notice, no 
requirement to demand a barrier be installed by that developer, no study on how this will impact our 
water quality, and more emphasis by the utility companies being made to ensure that new 
development gas the best water and power while our million-dollar private gated community is last to 
get help. 
Focused on business growth with disregard for the quality of the neighborhoods. They do not work to 
improve the environmental impacts, multi modal environment and neighborhood development and 
up keep. They talk about but they don’t actually doit. 
They approve too many density increases without looking at future planning 
fires to clear land 
my community (Melbourne beach) is a little too psycho on managing growth - good but they take it 
too far sometimes 
Housing  
Housing cost in Brevard Co. outrageous for many people, due to pathetic wages and over-priced 
housing. 
My community does a VERY poor job of providing a range of housing options and planned growth for 
diverse incomes. 
I feel bad for the young adults. 
I actually own affordable rental property. Rents are increasing which is a relief to me, however, I find 
myself referring people more often now to HUD subsidized housing projects because of the 
applicant's low income however there is not much available without a two-year waiting list. 
Jobs don't pay enough and housing is too high. The federal poverty guidelines are wrong! If a person 
makes $12 hr./480 wk./$1920/mo. and a one-bedroom apartment is $1000/mo. including water, 
electric $75/mo., phone $40/mo. We won't include a car payment or insurance. This still only leaves 
$805/mo. for groceries and other expenses toilet paper, tooth paste, soap, etc., transportation, etc. 
AND taxes, healthcare, etc. haven't been deducted yet. How do you live? 
I am not aware of any substantial affordable housing initiatives in our community. 



My community has a range of houses available for all who would like to live here 
Distinct and Safe  
Drug sales/use and homelessness are issues city council seems to ignore 
Rockledge has looked like the getos for the full 7 years since we purchase our home. 
I live in Cocoa FL --safe yes. Attractive -not really. Cocoa needs some work but that's also what makes 
the town more affordable to live. 
The community is run down unless you are in the business corridor. Speed is an issue when walking, 
biking and driving. Cross walk delineation is minimal, bike paths are to narrow. There is no code that 
limits shrubs, trees, vehicles being parked near intersections which to hinders visibility. 
Since Florida is made up of any type of person imaginable, we need the protection and direction of 
law enforcement and rules to have everyone live in harmony. 
Equity  
unclear what question is asking--what opportunities? jobs?, education? cultural enrichment?, wide 
range of recreation opportunities?. 
Why is National Night Out held in a commercial parking lot versus taking it to the neighborhoods. It 
prevents many with only public transportation from participating. It seems as if there is a segregation 
between Astronaut High School and Titusville High School. 
Everyone living here is equal in the opportunity to do what they like 

 

Regional Prosperity Comments 
Looking Back  
Not with Trump. 
My Economy  
Personally, I never recovered from the Great Recession. 
the economy recovered after 2010m well before aR took office 
Regional Economy 
I am really proud of Brevard county for attracting such diverse industries -- manufacturing (guns, 
lighting, aircraft), engineering, shipping companies (google, walmart) and space (spaceX and Blue 
Origin) 
People need to come to the USA legally.. 
the earth is not on a path, wake up 
not protecting water enough - if we lose the water, we love everything 
Job Diversity  
There are many very poorly paying jobs, and a few really great paying jobs. Doesn't seem to be much 
available that's considered middle income. 
unknown.  
Too much racism. I'm white 

Competitive Economy 
Never thought the USA was so dependent on other countries. And now getting paid to stay home, 
why work, let’s all be taken care of by the government. 
During the Apollo and Shuttle programs the economy survived solely on these two programs. 
However, the economy has now diversified with other industry coming in which is opening doors for 
more people, to include lower income people. 

 



Centers Comments 
Mix of Uses  
Too many hotels, "vacation rentals", condos. Way too many Beachwave owned properties with no 
concern for the environment 
I see some improvements finally starting to happen in downtown Rockledge this year 
There may be apartments/housing but, it is unaffordable for the majority of jobs available at the rate 
they pay. 
Way to much it needs to stop!!! 
I live in Titusville, which over the years had intentionally kept itself isolated from growth. Since the 
Shuttle program ended, the city leaders finally decided growth wasn't such a bad thing and started to 
allow other new businesses in. However, they are not managing this growth properly and developers 
are getting whatever they want. As a result, the Indian River Lagoon is dying due to clear cutting of 
property for new subdivisions. They are also eliminating the view from the river edge. 
Inclusive Design  
Really only cater to tourists 
Urban Focused  
Suburban sprawl as far as the eye can see. 
Nope. Destroying the environment for more money. 
Way to much killing wildlife!!! 
They need to utilize the existing buildings instead of putting up new facilities everywhere. 
Repurposing these vacant properties will help in many ways, from saving the environment due to no 
clear-cutting land, as well as keeping businesses in the more accessible areas instead of building on 
new land outside the city. 
Suburban sprawl as far as the eye can see. 
Economic Hub  
Absolutely not the case in Brevard County, which is one large case of suburban sprawl. and NOTHING 
is walkable. 
When I hear live where you work I think of Dallas TX which has live/work/park/restaurant 
developments. Brevard does not really have that. 
Jobs don't pay enough. 
some things are too spread out 
Creative Communities  
The beach is the redeeming quality, but not very much otherwise 
Thanks to our EEL Brevard properties we have amazing natural resources. Unfortunately Foosner art 
gallery is closing but it will be nice housing. Titusville Playhouse is expanding 
You replaced basketball and baseball fields with an Event building! 
The natural resources are on the way out unless we do something to better manage the growth. The 
Indian River Lagoon will essentially die in less than a decade if something isn't done to prioritize taking 
measures immediately to stop polluting it. 

 

Conservation and Country Comments 
Preservation  
They'd rather tear down nature than use existing vacant buildings 
We have LOTS of amazing places that my family explores on kayaks 
not enough 



Agriculture  
Don't know the answer on ag practices 
Indian River Lagoon is greatly suffering. Whynot cut an inlet?! 
I do not know 
Green space, that is what farms provide, let’s try and keep some 
Water Needs  
we need to do more....now 
Our water has been declining steadily until lately. In recent years the decline has become rapid and 
more significant. The water department itself is unorganized and inconsistent. Many neighbors and I 
have experienced repeated problems with billing and service. I am not a water snob but at this point I 
won’t even give my pets water from the faucet to drink. 
Titusville has had many water issues. Toxic violations. 
Let’s hope so 
not doing enough to protect drinking water, not doing enough to protect rivers and 
ocean/recreational waters 
Sensitive Development  
We need comprehensive LID 
Aside from some protected areas, it seems anything nature is fair game for deconstruction. 
City of Rockledge seems to care more about revenue and profit than preserving the environment, 
land, wildlife. Although new development can help the econy the city and county do not care how this 
had affected the residents and Hugh end housing by bringing in low income right next door. How do 
you think we feel about this? The city dies not care except for all that new tax money they will get. 
They don't care how this affects the home values or safety and security. 
There needs to be significant education and marketing plans so that individuals understand their 
roles. Why we should encourage trees, why we should follow watering restrictions, what impact does 
the use of herbicide, pesticide and fertilizer have on our quality of life. 
Some developers make no sense, every town is getting too tight, we need green space, especially 
between the houses 
not enough 

 

Corridors Comments 
Choices  
Brevard County is all about cars. Any other mode of transportation is either abysmally slow or 
potentially deadly. Or both. I've seen zero interestfrom elected officials on doing anything about this. 
A lot of bus stops have no benches or overhangsto protect from the elements. 
Need more trains or monorails. Like many otherplaces in the USA and world. They can be raised 
above the roads but we need to get cars off the road. They are a huge source of pollution and decline 
of water quality 
Economic Assets  
We need to obtain access to the BrightLine, many doctors and events in Orlando are needed by our 
residents plus access to the OIA. 
Don't know what this q. is asking 
? 
192 area by malls is horrendous!! ugh 
Transportation Planning 



not sure 
idk I do not know transit plans 
Bike and Pedestrian  
Brevard County has one of the highest pedestrian and bicycle rider death rates in the country. 
Cape Canaveral is excellent for bike riders! 
There is not a lot of sidewalks availablr and it is not safe riding on the roads. 
I personally know two pedestrians that died this year; but they did not use the cross walk. Safe 
passage can be provided but people are lazy and don't use the crosswalks. 
We need a giant map of all bike trails so can plan connectivity better 
not safe enough 
Creative Communities  
The beach is the redeeming quality, but not very much otherwise 
Thanks to our EEL Brevard properties we have amazing natural resources. Unfortunately Foosner art 
gallery is closing but it will be nice housing. Titusville Playhouse is expanding 
You replaced basketball and baseball fields with an Event building! 
The natural resources are on the way out unless we do something to better manage the growth. The 
Indian River Lagoon will essentially die in less than a decade if something isn't done to prioritize taking 
measures immediately to stop polluting it. 

 

General and Other Additional Comments 
no items to comment on? 
The beach communities really need help with maintaining walkability and making (crossing) A1A safer 
for visitors as the region’s population continues to boom. 
Climate change planning and runoff (LID) are important 
Housing, housing, housing. I am fortunate to have a home beyond my needs but if I were just moving 
here and starting with no equity I would barelybe able to purchase anything and I work as an engineer 
making $140k! Affordable housing has to be high on the priority list. 
The City of Cocoa is not listed for me to select "What community do you reside in" 
I live in Cocoa, but that was not a selectionI could make!! 
Do something about the homeless people Everywhere!!! Build a tent city. Get them off the streets!!!!! 
In Titusville, the wishes of the people to preserve the river view have been repeatedly ignored by City 
Council. 
Cruise industry had robbed residents of family activity 
Crossing the streets in Cape Canaveral is difficult. The proposed traffic circle planned for Astronaut 
and Atlantic will make it even more difficult to cross safely. Handicapped people will have difficulty. 
ADA compliance should be a priority. 
Cape Canaveral is spelled wrong in the "what community do you reside in box. 
More needs to be done to clean up Clearlake Road. This area is in such need for upgrade and vancant 
buildings need to be taken down 
I live in Cocoa 
The recent changeover of residential areas tovacation rentals has overwhelmed the infrastructure 
and downgraded the living experience for full time residents. 
Roads are very dangerous for cyclists. Many drivers don’t give cyclists a safe amount of room to pass, 
limited low traffic areas for cyclists toride without fear of being hit by drivers. Road designs introduce 



added danger to cyclists by including storm drains in bike lanes and bike lanes that suddenly 
disappear along a road. 
There is a huge lack of bike paths. Bike lanes on traveled roads are a poor substitute for dedicated 
bike lanes. There is an ample amount of tennis courts. There is very good beach access. The beaches 
fortunately are not too crowded. Culturally the area is sorely lacking. A strong point is the 
diversification of the economy - aerospace,tourism, cruise terminal. 
Please make them stop destroying the area forthe sake of tourism :( 
In the values category, I valued all the categories--just some more than others. The ratings categories 
likewise were hard to decide on because all are significant. 
N/A 
Rampant growth with little regard to natural resources is degrading the Lagoon, and reducing quality 
of life in Titusville. 
The City of Titusville has surreptitiously passed an ordinance interfering with a variance process, in 
order to approve a concrete jungle projecton the insecure Indian River Lagoon. Titusville has not 
shown respect for the environment or the water supply. Poor planning, worse decisions. 
I live in the City of Cocoa which isn't listed, why not? 
Great place to live, 
Thank you for this opportunity. 
Stop building and filling in wetlands 
Local police need to stop harassing people andshow a more positive involvement with the community 
(other places cops play B-ball or games with the kids, here they stop teens riding bikes home from 
WORK because it's a kid on a bike at 9pm). ENFORCE gopher tortoise permitting! Too many lots with 
the animals are being cleared without a permit! We need more activities for kids where the police 
DON'T HARASS THEM for playing! 
The building is out of control. We moved heretwenty years ago because there was little traffic and 
people. Now it takes a half hour or more to drive to places that used to take 10 minutes. Land is being 
destroyed at an alarming rate. Apparentlyno one realizes the need of trees for rain and soil control. 
This county has been made into an intolerable place to live now. 
Stay focused 
Need more varied recreational programs 
Not happy with high taxes which are going up each year and nothing to show for it really other than 
we have the best city and county police, fire, and sheriff departments! 
Cocoa, FL 
How can we shoot rockets to space here in Brevard and be so 20 - 30 - 40 years behind in our thinking 
of transportation, environment and walkability? 
How the Indian River Lagoon was polluted (unconscionable event, frankly) and the denial still evident 
in the current solution are perfect examples of the systemic poor management here. Problems cannot 
be solved with the same mindset that created them -- Einstein. 
I think traffic is already heavy on most roads. More development will make it worse. 
Of we keep going like we are, we'll fill everything in just like southern fl 
The sprawl is out of control! Revitalize what already exists. 
Building here is blowing up and not caring for the wildlife 
We need to do more to protect our sensitive environment and our residential neighborhoods from 
vacationers - 
The land being developed for Costco on Pineda was one of the last wild places around. They don't 
have to provide us with entertainment! Just let wild spaces be wild. 



For the above reasons, I plan to leave the area. Why? Because once I sell, I won’t be able to afford to 
buy another home of similar value in a decent neighborhood! Brevard does NOT manage growth at 
all, NOR does it put conservation & the environment anywhere near the top of its priorities. I’m 
observing rapid decline in green space, rapid decline in bird species, numerous native flora & fauna & 
more. Also surrounded by people who don’t believe in vaccinations & don’t practice mask wearing 
either! 
I love the diversity in our community. I enjoy all the arts/ music as well as science of NASA and it’s 
contractors. One thin that saddens me is the loss of forests to build and develop more. I enjoy 
meeting all the new people who move here -but I seriously hope that the planning gets far better! 
This place used to be a unique paradise but now it’s becoming cookie cutter eye sores with increased 
flooding and heat. Please plan a way to sustain wildlife and paradise here! Keep FL beautiful. 
In these change times local governments (staff and councils) need to work with (and trust) county and 
regional partners. You are the experts. 
Would like to see the Central Brevard area become pedestrian and bike-friendly as other areas in the 
south portion of the county. The entire county should be included in the quality of life decisions and 
the survey is a step in the right direction. Thank you!! 
I think Brevard County is doing an abysmal job of planning for a sustainable future. It's all about 
making money for those who already have the money to grease the palms and skirt the rules. 
Love the community but needs to be updated and kept cleaner. I like that the growth is at a bit of a 
slower pace but this community has so much potential. It could be a quant “small” town feel with lots 
of cool outdoor activities and unique downtown. But it needs cleaning up. 
Need more focus to control over-development which puts undue strain on the fragile lagoon system 
and the beach environment. Need nice neighborhoods and schools, not more tourists. Get rid of the 
TDC which is the big driver towards bringing in more tourisms, even when we are already 
overcrowding our beaches. 
There’s no option for Cocoa. That’s where I live. 
In Viera, I would like to see grocery stores, like Downtown Produce, and more restaurants like in 
Indialantic and Cocoa Beach, not the chains 
I live in Micco just off the Sebastian River. The county should be inspecting companies that are 
polluting our waterways . Larger fines or be shut down if not in compliance. Get tougher ! Protect our 
waterways! 
Why is Cocoa not in order? Too much tourist and hospitality in Central Fl. We need technical jobs and 
Manufacturing that pay well and have insurance. Refurb and renew instead of building new all the 
time force business owners to fix their properties offer incentives. Fine unscrupulous business owners 
who don't pay their employees living wages or overtime. Every disaster we have increases 
homelessness in Central Florida. Plan for children's futures not the tourist trade. 
I’ve lived in Brevard since 1972 
I’m concerned about Brazilian Pepper Tree invasion, water quality and wildlife corridors. Encourage 
biking 
There needs to be less living expenses. Like garbage collection is extremely high, tools are ridiculous 
to go anywhere, minimal things to do for adults that don't cost. The commute to work by car is 
outrageous. We need a train system. This county needs a LOT of work 
Obtaining input from the public is only as valuable as the efforts to review, catalog, and then take the 
input and learn from it. Having it is one thing. Acting on it is something all together different. Don't 
disappoint those of us who were willing to take the time to tell you our thoughts. I realize the 
developers provide a tax base for each community to grow with. However, if the growth is not done 
such as to preserve what is important, this whole exercise will be wasted. 



County planning with cities is by lobbyists and commissioners back pocket. HORRIBLE 
No Brightline station anywhere in Brevard County. That is absolutely outrageous. 

 



Lake County Comments 
 

Priorities for the Region Comments 
Managing Growth  
Growth has not been managed well in Lake County. Annexations from county to city with an automatic 
increase in residential housing density is the problem that must be addressed. The cities of Groveland 
and Leesburg are circumventing all growth management strategies by annexing large rural areas and 
approving high density developments with no regard for adjacent rural residents. Rural communities 
are important and valid land uses but have no protections under city comprehensive plans. 
Climate Change  
We are seeing this impact at a global scale but local decisions can drive these impacts.  There are a 
striking number of things that seem to have declined in the past 15 years.  In a practical sense, if we 
don't solve these concerns then all other practices, solutions and concerns will become reactive to 
what it beyond our control. 
Environment  
Rural communities provide open space, wildlife habitat, water recharge, pleasant vistas, and other 
values which are a benefit to all county residents and visitors, yet cities like Leesburg,  Groveland, and 
Apopka continue to annex large parcels in existing rural communities with no regard or protections for 
rural adjacent land uses. We will not effectively manage growth until strategies, including Transition 
Zones,  to protect existing rural communities are included in local city comp plans. 

 

My Community Comments 
My Community General  
Mount Dora is a sellout to developers. Our schools are at capacity. How are we going to be able to 
educate the future? 
The cities of Leesburg and Groveland have no respect for rural communities and existing rural lifestyles 
and they continue to annex large parcels for housing developments that predominantly benefit the 
land developer.  Real growth management   depends on cities being required to have Transition Zoning 
on their Future Land Use Maps, in their Comprehensive Plans, and Land Development Regulations that 
acknowledge, respect, and protect existing rural communities and lifestyles. 
Lake county has no concept of managing growth! They create comp plans and then allow developers to 
defy them.  My biggest concern is the lack of appreciation for existing lifestyle, they offer minimal 
transitional areas. 
The cities of Leesburg and Groveland have no respect for rural communities and existing rural lifestyles 
and they continue to annex large parcels for housing developments that predominantly benefit the 
land developer.  Real growth management   depends on cities being required to have Transition Zoning 
on their Future Land Use Maps, in their Comprehensive Plans, and Land Development Regulations that 
acknowledge, respect, and protect existing rural communities and lifestyles. 
Too many new housing developments. 
One of the reasons we moved to Clermont was to be away from “the city.” There were beautiful trees 
everywhere. We’ve been here 2 years and most of the trees in our area have been removed for 
neighborhoods. Stop tearing down the trees! 
It seems the same conversations from when this project was started in 2007 are still happening.  
Stopping sprawl was an early goal and yet we continue to see development expand and go into green 



areas.  Redevelopment has occurred in select areas which are clearly experiencing a "renaissance" 
getting that exposure out should be a main focus.  Outdoor able areas like Winter Garden, Sanford, or 
Winter Park are clearly destinations that people want to visit. 
Amenities  
It’s Mount Dora. The only amenity we have are greedy, selfish conservatives that move here from 
somewhere else. 
Sensitive Development - Leesburg and Groveland annex and approve high density residential housing 
on large parcels - 150 acres or more - without any environmental assessments.  Several parcels contain 
listed species such as sand hill crane and scrub jay. Annexation is the greatest problem that needs to be 
addressed and solved to attain effective growth management. Apopka continues to annex parcels in 
the critical Wekiva Rock Spring shed which already is impaired by high nutrient levels. 
We've improved but still a long way to go. 
Housing  
Only if you’re rich & retired... 
Lake county needs to recognize there are different values placed on housing.  UF is expanding and all 
they are worried about is "affordable" housing and not to be rude schools are supported by more than 
just tax dollars.  We need houses that respect a person's life choices. 
The cities of Leesburg and Groveland have approved and continue to approve numerous high density 
residential developments that represent the typical urban sprawl that regional programs like this one 
have been trying to avoid. Annexation of large parcels into nearby cities is circumventing many, if not 
all, of the growth management strategies designed to control growth, and with no respect, 
acknowledgement, or protection for existing rural communities, which support economies of nearby 
cities. 
There are too many new housing developments popping up. They are ruining the environment. 
Clean and safe housing a must. Occupants must pay their own way. 
Distinct and Safe  
Our PD never solves crime & is the personal security for the developer who has left downtown vacant 
for decades because he gifted them a tank. Look at how many unsolved murders Mt. Dora hides! We 
pray OCSO comes to take over! 
Currently we have bicyclists, motorcyclists and ecological habitat.  Our areas are beautiful and 
attractive to tourists. When they get done adding nothing but rooftops that will be gone. 
We are rural for very good reason. We want to keep this. 
Leesburg has approved and continues to approved numerous new housing developments with 3 to 4 
units per acre or more which generate significant increases in traffic on local roads with no bike trails 
or alternative transportation.  This lack of planning does not favor all residents. 
I've noticed an effort with the City of Orlando's Vision Zero project and other organizations pushing 
safety to the forefront.  It seems better than it was, despite the current politically charged climate. 
Equity  
Only if you’re white! Gentrification is real in Mount Dora. For years we’ve had our oldest community 
(which happens to be African American) held hostage by the PD in their neighborhood. Now the 
developers are coming in, pushing them out & putting in $300K homes. That’s not right! So, forget the 
“leaders” in Mount Dora in your decision-making. They are fucked up! 
Word EQUITY is a wrong term to use 
Economic Assets - Lake County and local cities,esp Leesburg and Groveland may be "planning for 
access to regional economic assets" but it is atthe expense of existing local communities, especially 
those communities located in rural areas.  Growth is expected, but it should be sensitive to the needs 
of ALL residents and all community types, not just developers, city dwellers and new residents. 



Accessible opportunities for all is a must. Working hard is the key. Striving to earn our way through 
hard work is the answer. Equitable outcomes are never guaranteed, but opportunities are in 
abundance, and hard work to get there is the answer. 

 

Regional Prosperity Community Comments 
My Economy  
Because our household was able to work hard and we saved 
Regional Economy  
Development in Lake County relies predominantly on cars. Numerous roads are crowded, especially 
the Villages on 441. Dealing with so much traffic is often frustrating and stressful. Lake County and 
local cities should strive to be different and better than congested Orlando. 
The last year was certainly a challenge but for the most part the lights are on and people are still 
working 
Competitive Economy  
Let’s get a $15 min wage, & then we can talk!All of our poorly paid underinsured service industry that 
caters to everyone visiting yet can’t take care of their families is bullshit. 

 

Centers Comments 
Mix of Uses  
Keep it rural! 
The areas which have undergone redevelopment would mark as 5 stars, we are moving the needle in 
the right direction.  How far we are moving the needle in the status quo areas is a different story 
unfortunately 
Inclusive Design  
Only old tourists that they can con into the downtown tourist trap. 
Mascotte doesn’t have a plan 
Urban Focused  
Mount Dora is racist & not inclusive. 
The cities of Leesburg and Groveland have approved and continue to approve numerous high density 
residential developments that represent the typical urban sprawl that regional programs like this one 
have been trying to avoid. Annexation of large parcels into nearby cities is circumventing many, if not 
all, of the growth management strategies designed to control growth, and with no respect, 
acknowledgement, or protection for existing rural communities, which support economies of nearby 
cities. 
This could be farther from the truth!!!! I would give a 0 if possible.  There is no planning only urban 
sprawl in Lake County and now a developer from Dubai wants to invest 1.6 billion dollars to create 
more urban sprawl. 
The cities of Leesburg and Groveland have approved and continue to approve numerous high density 
residential developments that represent the typical urban sprawl that regional programs like this one 
have been trying to avoid. Annexation of large parcels into nearby cities is circumventing many, if not 
all, of the growth management strategies designed to control growth, and with no respect, 
acknowledgement, or protection for existing rural communities, which support economies of nearby 
cities. 
Stop tearing down all the trees in Clermont (north Hancock). We don’t need houses EVERYWHERE. 



Economic Hub  
Absolutely not the case in Brevard County, which is one large case of suburban sprawl. and NOTHING is 
walkable. 
When I hear live where you work I think of Dallas TX which has live/work/park/restaurant 
developments. Brevard does not really have that. 
Jobs don't pay enough. 
some things are too spread out 
Creative Communities  
For an “art” community, it’s not! 
What is art, what is culture and what are natural resources?  Lake county is nothing but roof tops and 
they are removing as quickly as possible all natural resources. 
My low scores reflect my community of Mascotte which is going nowhere.   Other cities like Groveland, 
Minneola and Clermont are booming.  Help Mascotte please! 

 

Conservation and Country Comments 
Preservation  
Everything is for sale to the highest developer in Lake County. 
Open space is not a golf course.  Preservation does not allow 100-year-old trees, wild life and other 
natural habitat to be pushed aside by a bulldozer. 
Growth has not been managed well in Lake County. Annexations from county to city with an automatic 
increase in residential housing density is the problem that must be addressed. The cities of Groveland 
and Leesburg are circumventing all growth management strategies by annexing large rural areas and 
approving high density developments with no regard for adjacent rural residents. Rural communities 
are important and valid land uses but have no protections under city comprehensive plans. 
From what I can see you only care about how many houses you can build. Quit tearing down the trees! 
This is unfortunately one of those places where we can take 100 small steps forward and quickly take 2 
giant steps backward.  I remember a process in this, I believe it was regional significant natural areas 
that wanted to save connections but it doesn't seem like we've done a great job overall 
Recreation  
Biking, walking and jogging along Number Two Road will be obsolete when Lake County specifically City 
of Leesburg finishes with their urban sprawl. 
Lake County need to acquire more local parks and preserves before land prices prohibit acquisition. 
Lake County does not have a land acquisition program. Lake County needs to present land acquisition 
as a referendum to the voters or just start a land acquisition program. Lake County is not protecting 
their Rural Protection Areas (RPA) as defined on their adopted 2030 FLUM. It’s a paper tiger with no 
teeth, especially when adjacent cities annex areas within or adjacent to an RPA. 
If we keep working on developing trails 
Agriculture  
While there are many Ag lands remaining in Lake County, many are held by corporations waiting for 
the appropriate time to turn large Ag parcels into residential housing or commercial  developments. So 
it is unclear whether Ag is sustainable, especially in areas being annexed by cities. A review of large 
parcels currently in timber on the Property Appraisers website reveals the property owners (LLC) 
identify as a street name and the word "Residential" or the street name and the word "Commercial." 



All of our farm land in this state is being brought down by developers.  When is enough enough?  The 
citrus groves are diminishing each day by the developers, make the developers participate in the 
preservation of Florida Agriculture. 
While there are many Ag lands remaining in Lake County, many are held by corporations waiting for 
the appropriate time to turn large Ag parcels into residential housing or commercial  developments. So, 
it is unclear whether Ag is sustainable, especially in areas being annexed by cities. A review of large 
parcels currently in timber on the Property Appraisers website reveals the property owners identify as 
a street name and the word "Residential" or the street and the word "Commercial." 
It seems that we are slowly losing more agriculture and green areas to suburban uses.  This in turn 
leads to a decrease in water quality and increase in pollution, unfortunately much of the time the 
effort is focused on saving a penny while we lose a dollar due to other practices. 
Water Needs 
The SJRWMD continues to have water restrictions yet several cities continue to annex and approve 
high density residential housing developments on large parcels  with little regard to water restrictions, 
water availability, sustainability. It appears to be business as usual with landscaping using sod and 
water hungry landscaping. 
The SJRWMD continues to have water restrictions yet several cities continue to annex and approve 
high density residential housing developments on large parcels with little regard to water restrictions, 
water availability, sustainability. It appears to be business as usual with landscaping using sod and 
water hungry landscaping. 
Regional water supply should be studied 
This IS and WILL BE the biggest issue facing Central Florida in the future. We are far to willing to accept 
negative impacts here in the name of progress. 
Sensitive Development  
The cities of Leesburg and Groveland annex and approve high density residential housing on large 
parcels - 150 acres or more -  without any environmental assessments.  Several parcels contain listed 
species such as sand hill crane and scrub jay. Annexation is the greatest problem that needs to be 
addressed and solved to attain effective growth management. The city of Apopka continues to annex 
parcels in the critical Wekiva Rock Spring shed which already is impaired by high nutrient levels. 
Another very false statement and I hope people do not misread.  There is absolutely no concern by the 
people we entrust to make decisions and vote to preserve or care about environmental impacts.  City 
of Leesburg is about to turn 1000 acres into more shopping and rooftops, only care about taxes.  The 
environmental impact is about to be devastating. 
The cities of Leesburg and Groveland annex and approve high density residential housing on large 
parcels - 150 acres or more - without any environmental assessments.  Several parcels contain listed 
species such as sand hill crane and scrub jay. Annexation is the greatest problem that needs to be 
addressed and solved to attain effective growth management. The city of Apopka continues to annex 
parcels in the critical Wekiva Rock Spring shed which already is impaired by high nutrient levels. 
Take a picture of someone saving a tree while they bulldoze a forest is a pretty poor way of planning 
for the future. 

 

  Corridors Comments 
Choices  
Need to refocus on the use of rails for commuter traffic to connect cities to large urban areas 
Hell no!!! We need better mass transportation!!! 
in my area the automobile is the only mode of transportation. 



If we continue down the path we are in now without proper planning one will need alternate 
transportation to get to work. 
last mile/first mile still remains a problem 
Economic Assets  
Lake County and local cities, esp Leesburg and Groveland may be "planning for access to regional 
economic assets" but it is at the expense of existing local communities, especially those communities 
located in rural areas.  Growth is expected, but it should be sensitive to the needs of ALL residents and 
all community types, not just developers, city dwellers and new residents. 
This could be better done with more effective rooftop planning.  Allowing so many rooftops makes 
traffic corridors a nightmare 
I don’t know what this means 
High Tech  
We are in the 1950’s over here. 
Not sure. 
I live an hour north of Orlando and only have DSL internet available in my community with a download 
speed of only 4 Mb. No high-speed internet is available in my community (Royal Trails, Eustis). 
Transportation Planning  
Leaving out rail traffic entirely 
Bike and Pedestrian  
This is a huge problem in lake county! The bike riders IN the roads, blocking cars is going to get 
someone killed. I have seen more than one road rage incident because of this. PUT IN ACTUAL BIKE 
LANES if you want to keep the bike riders safe. 
Zero!  Rooftops are planned before bike paths! Please stop it 
Keep working on this!! 
You provide bike paths, but no one uses them. The bikers still ride in the street right next to the bike 
path. 
This seems to be a good way forward and there have been a number of places where this has been 
done.  Getting the success stories out more is critical to the success of this moving forward. 

 

 



Marion County Comments 
 

Quality of Life Comments  
Good Schools  
Low-performing schools should get the help that they need to enhance student performance. The 
School District should consider strategic and phased redistricting to combat the negative effects of 
localized overcrowding. 
Housing I Can Afford  
Local government should require a minimum percentage of affordable units with new housing 
developments through inclusionary housing provisions in the land development regulations. 
Environment and Outdoor Recreation  
Local governments should tighten requirements related to clearing sites with agricultural tax 
exemptions, because this is usually done as a precursor for development rather than for agricultural 
purposes. New development should be clustered to better preserve environmental assets on 
undeveloped property. Infill development should be encouraged, and stricter growth boundaries 
should be implemented in local governments' comprehensive plans. 
Biking trails easily accessed without crossing major roads 
General  
I did not include transportation or safety in my top 3, but I also think it's important for FDOT and local 
jurisdictions to place more emphasis through funding on completing sidewalk and bike lane networks. 
Incomplete networks pose very serious safety problems for bicyclists and pedestrians. FDOT should 
reduce the match funding necessary for public transit block grant funding from 50 percent to 25 
percent. 
Managing growth and alleviating homelessness are also issues that I think are of critical importance in 
our region. I think regional approaches could be particularly important for these two issues as well, 
because growth boundaries are only effective if everyone is enforcing them. Weak links who prioritize 
economic development over their growth boundary cause the battle against sprawl to become very 
cyclical in nature. 

 

My Community Comments 
Housing  
with rental rates going up and not enough affordable housing, families on low and medium income 
are living in unsafe housing. 

 

Regional Prosperity Comments 
Looking Back  
The economy is currently rocketing towards a crisis due to the cost of building materials and labor 
being so inflated by an artificial exponential growth in demand due to predatory investment practices. 
Many in the building and development industry will be financially vulnerable by the time of the 
inevitable crash. Many who were tricked into taking the equity out of their homes to finance the 
development of new rental properties when prices are so inflated will be harmed. Before 2020- not as 
bad 
Only lived here a year. Have not idea. 



 

Centers Comments 
Economic Hub  
This is improving but again not enough housing. 

 

Conservation and Country Comments 
Water Needs  
This needs to be a priority. Increasing the population means more water is pumped from the aquifer. 
Building a large number of carwashes around Ocala is not the best plan for water conservation. It can 
also lead to more pollutants leaching into the aquifer. Developing on natural water recharge areas is 
detrimental to the water supply. 
Sensitive Development  
I've lived here my entire life. It's sad to see natural water recharge areas being torn up for 
development. No one seems to be addressing the increasing amounts of nitrates and other pollutants 
making their way into the aquifer. Habitat fragmentation is an issue that needs to be addressed as 
well. Use buildings/facilities that already exist, stop tearing up land to make new ones. 

 

   Corridors Comments 
Choices  
More public transportation would be nice. 
Bike and Pedestrian  
Safer bike lanes and pedestrian crossing is needed. 
Really need more bike lanes. 

 

 



Osceola County Comments 
 

My Community Comments 
My Community  
There’s nothing responsible or sustainable about ever-increasing low-density sprawl that requires a 
car and renders realistic mass transit ineffective before it can even be considered. 
Housing  
The options are expensive, insanely expensive, or “this is where we are in 2021?” within a reasonable 
commute range. 

 

Centers Comments 
Mix of Uses 
A high rating here means nothing when a car is required to access these areas for 90% of the region’s 
citizens, and they’re designed for that car traffic with barely passable walkability scores. 
Urban Focused 
The continuing suburban/ex-urban sprawl to the benefit of developers/builders is contradictory to 
this statement. 
Economic Hub 
Reasonable commute times are hard to come by unless you happen to have owned a home near your 
job for at least 10 years now, or make well over $100k. And again, cars are practically required, as the 
Sentinel series on crazy commutes for Lynx riders in the attractions area especially illustrated. 

 

Conservation and Country Comments 
Preservation  
It may be repetitive, but sprawl is also the villain here as well. It’s no coincidence that as Celebration 
for example expands outwards that areas that relied on those wetlands for drainage have to deal with 
easier flooding and increased water management. 
Sensitive Development  
Sprawl benefits only developers and builders, definitely not the environment (see Twin Oak when I 
believe DR Horton encroached on that land and caused major environmental damage). 

 

  Corridors Comments 
Choices 
SunRail is a joke, there was a Sentinel series that included a big part on the ridiculous commutes of 
service workers using Lynx, and toll roads keep expanding. 
Economic Assets  
The information on economic assets are not readily available to the Osceola County residents and if 
there is information on the economic assest the people of Osceola are not informed on where or how 
to find the info. 

 



Orange County Comments 
 

Quality of Life Comments 
Quality Jobs  
more variety outside of hospitality and retail 
As a first year student at UCF without a car, I had to convince my parents to buy me one in order to 
get to my internship at Lockheed Martin. Taking the bus would have taken 6 hours per day. Lack of 
reliable transit is bad for poor people and our economy. 
Housing I Can Afford  
Lack of housing options outside of traditional single family. 450 square feet Studio apartments now 
$1,500 per month. Up-zoning around transit and amenities needed. Eliminate parking minimums, 
allowing for garage conversions and parking lot redevelopment. Student Housing completely 
unaffordable by UCF. Again, why is one parking spot per student necessary? Parking spots can exceed 
$20,000 per spot. Its making student housing wildly expensive. 
Environment and Outdoor Recreation 
These are two separate and distinct items and should have been listed separately.  The environment 
is for wildlife, water quality and preservation of natural ecosystems. Outdoor recreation pertains to 
soccer fields, trails, playgrounds and parks. 
Decent, but more parks in walking proximity needed. 
Safe Community/Low Crime  
Orange County has some of the most unsafe and deadly streets in the country for pedestrians and 
bicyclists. 
Transportation Options  
Implement a county or region-wide concept like LYNX LYMMO that is in Downtown Orlando for areas 
that SunRail cannot reach 
Need to significantly reevaluate how we do transportation in this county. Car dependency is killing us 
and making us poorer. Deprioritize the car with traffic calming, and by adding comfortable and safe 
bike lanes and sidewalks. Electric Bicyclesare the future. Add dedicated bus lanes and increase service 
frequency. Replace those stupid express lanes they're adding on I4 and replace with Bus Rapid 
Transit. 1500 p/hr vs 40,000 p/hr with BRT. End parking minimums. 
General  
Water Quality should be a separate issue. We are depleting springs and drinking water is becoming 
more and more expensive.  Likewise, the issue with septic tanks is critical.  Our waterways and springs 
are being polluted. 

 

Regional Priorities Comments 
Housing for All Incomes  
We need variety of housing such as medium-sized as high prices are driving potential residents and 
are driving away college graduates from being home-owners 
Eliminate parking requirements. Garages are like an additional $30,000 in costs. I'd rather have an 
extra-large bedroom or office. Add missing middle housing in all Single-Family zoned neighborhoods. 
Allow more neighborhood small stores that people can walk to. Up-zone areas within 0.5 miles from a 
sun-rail station. Replace sun-rail parking with housing. 



Managing Growth 
Sprawl and car dependency are intertwined. Cars take an enormous amount of space, creating 
sprawl. Eliminate minimum parking requirements and let the market decide how much parking to 
have. Allow developers to redevelop empty parking lots. Put people at the center of the decision 
making, not cars. Allow for more mixed-use development. Switch from Level of Service to Vehicle 
Miles Traveled in infrastructure planning. No more Cul de sacs. Close and redevelop Orlando 
Executive Airport. 
Efficient Transportation 
Again, we need to deprioritize the car and focus on multimodal transportation. Cities should be 
designed for people, not cars. We need safe and comfortable bicycle infrastructure. bike lanes can 
transport 18k p/hr vs 1,500 p/hr for car lanes. TheE-Bike revolution is making biking easy and 
comfortable for everyone. Look at what other cities are doing. They are getting rid of cars and 
replacing them with e-bikes, transit, and sidewalks. We desperately need to do the same. 

 

My Community Comments 
My Community General  
Development is allowed most everywhere and state oversight is non-existent.  No development 
should be allowed unless on sewer system. 
Nothing about Orange County's development is responsible or sustainable. Kissimmee has done OK, 
Osceola County could do better. Too much sprawl across the region. 
Regulations like parking minimums and single-family zoning prevent sustainable growth in location 
efficient areas. 
Oakland allowed a large apartment complex to be built. Due to the location, the only road that 
accesses the apartment complex is old highway 50. We already have traffic flow issues with the new 
housing developments on the west end. They want the town to retain its quaint, historic feel, but 
they have ruined it by poor planning. This increase in traffic will also make trail crossings more unsafe. 
In Wedgefield I feel like nothing is being done to manage growth. I've also heard that these lots are 
being cleared without having to go through all of the required steps such as relocating gopher 
tortoises. 
Development is allowed to demolish large tracts of forested lands and plant several palm trees back. 
This is a huge net loss in the benefits from trees, and can easily be fixed with one regulation requiring 
more and better trees be replaced when removed. 
The region lacks affordable housing, managed growth, good paying jobs all to build a sustainable 
future 
I believe that Apopka, like almost all, think tax revenues before quality of life for existing residents. 
Money is always the driver. 
There are too many dollar general/family dollar stores. Apopka needs more variety of businesses such 
as coffee shops, family-owned shops and a good marketing plan for small businesses to be 
recognized. 
Development growth is rapid need to consider schools and roads prior 
Amenities  
Healthcare should be free. 
Elementary school only 



Educational opportunities need to help build a workforce outside of tourism, cultural events are too 
expensive & we can’t afford to participate, there is NO quality regional healthcare facility close by ( I 
am in 32820) 
Thankful for nonprofits and hospitals recently built need to continue to support these as we continue 
to grow and be diverse 
Please approve the CrossLife Church Land Use Amendment so that the community can enjoy having 
an active community church with a permanent home. 
Housing 
The average pay is not commensurate with the cost of housing.  Better jobs are needed and smaller 
units need to be incorporated into every development. 
Choices are limited to high rises, low rise rental apartments, and single-family houses. We need a 
more diverse mix of housing. 
All of the prices are escalating way faster than people can raise their salaries. This makes purchasing 
only attainable for people of a certain income and meeting specific criteria (good credit scores). 
Need more low-income housing in urban centers. 
Housing prices have gone up dramatically and in the last year mainly due to covid-19 supply barriers. 
Looking forward to a drop so that others can afford to buy and even rent suitable housing 
Pricing is too high for the average income. 
Distinct and Safe  
I think it's a safe place, I don't think it's unique or attractive. 
Apopka seems to be more of a "drive-thru" community. The downtown region is indistinct and lacking 
"life". The addition of Three Odd Guys Brewery is a step in the right direction. 
Our car dependent streets are both highly unsafe and soul crushing. 
I do not feel safe in several shopping/business areas around Apopka. Most of the buildings are old, 
outdated and unattractive causing potential customers to pass by. 
Equity  
Schools, jobs, roads in poor communities are not even close to those of rich communities. 
The new heritage center in Oakland somehow managed to pass inspection with a large pillar directly 
in line with the bottom of a wheelchair ramp. Unpaved streets in Oakland are not accessible for safe 
walking by people with ambulatory issues or elderly people who require walking devices, such as 
walkers. 
Equity is equal outcomes.  This should read equality.  Equal opportunity without guaranteed 
outcomes 
What does this even mean? 
This is a very broad statement regarding accessibility, equity, and opportunity. It's hard to answer. 

 

Regional Prosperity Comments 
Looking Back  
while the economy was heating up in 2020, cost of living, particularly housing and transportation 
were very high compared to household income. 
Yes and no, while the economy is generally better, we're still facing inflation at alarming rates and the 
cost of living is increasing rapidly at the same time. 
My Economy  
I was a student in 2010 
10 yrs ago I had taken a lower paying job after a lay off in 2009 



Regional Economy  
Equity issues are hurting the economy as wages are too low for most of the population to get ahead. 
Regional economy often refers to growth and sprawl. This is a bad goal yet it's what our economy is 
based on. This is not sustainable in any sense. 
As COVID-19 clearly showed, our economy was too reliant on service jobs. We had the highest 
unemployment in Florida despite having the youngest population and therefore lower health impacts. 
The region needs to address housing affordability public transportation. 
This economy is NOT sustainable. 
Job Diversity  
Our median wage is along the lowest for large metros in the country. We are heavy on low paying 
service jobs. 
More higher paying jobs is a great goal for the region, however, tourism is and will always be our life 
blood. How will we make living here better for all workers? Particularly those that work in the tourism 
industry? 
Only for people with degrees. 
Much of the region relies on low-paying jobs and a workforce in poverty. 
Competitive Economy  
This may be true only because wages are so low that it is cheap to get things done, but this only helps 
corporations and downplays the negative impacts on low wage earners. 
Tourism and construction are not diverse or globally competitive. 
The region does, however our town hasn’t kept up. 
There is a big focus (it seems) on warehouses and jobs in that area, which are not growth/promotion 
jobs. 
Not able to comment on this. 

 

Centers Comments 
Mix of Uses  
Even in Downtown Orlando retail struggles a lot. 
Some do, some dont. Downtown Orlando has done well. 
Recommend an economic development depart to promote and maintain these developments and 
business to positively impact the economy and area 
There is a lack of worship centers for all the families in Corner Lake and Country Lakes Estates. The 
location CrossLife is currently working to purchase after the land use amendment will provide a great 
local option and will benefit the surrounding communities even more with a permanent location. 
Inclusive Design 
Need much more low income housing 
All walks of life is too broad to answer because, when one talks about inclusive design, you could have 
features that are inclusive for one issue but not another. I It would be good to know inclusive and of 
what / for whom? 
Urban Focused  
Certainly not Orange County/City of Orlando. They can put up 7 subdivisions before they can even 
consider one project downtown. 
Very sparingly, perhaps with the exception of downtown Orlando. If you do the math I bet most new 
housing since 2010 was greenfield development in Lake Nona, Avalon, Four Corners, Lake County... 



most of the development that occurred in the last 10 years has been at the borders of our counties, 
not in our urban centers. We've also opened up the Wekiva basin to more development by building 
the Wekiva Parkway. We have failed to fund improve public transportation, SunRail notwithstanding. 
Not prioritizong "appropriate." All developers are being allowed to put housing anywhere, regardless 
of whether or not the area is appropriate and the current citizens support it or not. 
The region 
exceptions Horizon West and Lake Nona - they are still developing, but they are technically sprawl 
developments. 
I think we could do a better job to incentivize infill development with better design. 
Economic Hub  
Only downtown/urban Orlando, and even then people have to drive to work. It may be shorter 
distances but there's no transit connectivity and major employers like the theme parks are in the 
center of resorts and single-family sprawl. Not conducive to living near work. 
Housing choices are very limited in type and quantity in those centers 
areas around SunRail stations have been quite successful. We need to invest more in SunRail and 
LYNX to improve/expand public transportation options. 
Our region has many people in low paying service jobs who cannot afford to live in the community in 
which they are employed. 
Many of the best jobs are downtown Orlando, Winter Park, Maitland, or down by the theme parks. 
These areas are also expensive to live and cater to that more expensive life. There is also the issue 
that public transportation to those jobs is lacking,  time consuming and at times unreliable, limiting 
people in the surrounding areas from applying due to time or transportation constraints. 
Starting to improve options with a wide range of jobs hopeful to see more professional options 
Housing in major centers is pretty costly, especially if you need more space. 
Creative Communities  
It would be nice to see some community gardens. 
Arts and culture are not equitably available in all areas. 
Natural springs and parks and the monthly Saturday night concerts are a great start but we have the 
potential to do more with flora and fauna and arts 

 

Conservation and Country Comments 
Preservation  
Only Seminole County seems to care for now.  Osceola County expands the urban service boundary 
when the hear a good proposal and has enough open for the next 200 years!  Other counties have no 
"restrictions" that can't be breached. 
Not Orange County/Orlando. Other counties do better. 
See Split Oak Forest, Econ River 
we will always find a way to permit natural areas, particularly upland areas. Those habitats are 
critical. 
You all passed a measure that would allow for ahighway to go through protected land. I wouldn't call 
that a priority on preservation. 
The region not our town. 
Development of open space seems to trump preserving it (due to high growth demand). 
Seminole has held the urban growth boundary. Orange is trying to.  These efforts are worthy and 
must continue to protect and preserve rural areas. 



As development continues to increase this is decreasing 
We still have a lot of sprawl happening. 
Recreation  
Recreation is not equitably accessible for all. Transportation options are limited for some people to 
access parks and natural areas. 
We need a pool with water aerobics. 
Agriculture   
Agriculture needs to stop polluting our environment and practice more sustainable ways to farm. 
Most agriculture land is just a guise for future development. 
Don't know 
our ag lands are shrinking. 
We need to ban the use of toxic pesticides and lawn treatments that are harmful to our ecosystem. 
Cattle ranching must be eliminated. Period. 
Sustainable and viable are hard to answer. We still farm in very ecologically-harmful ways and farmers 
still get paid about the same as they did 60years ago. 
Water Needs 
We are running out of water and the flow to springs is low and of poor quality because we are sucking 
the aquifer dry.  If we want to develop sustainably, we need concentrate on conservation.  It is inane 
that we water lawns so much and that HOAs insist on grass that looks perfect or fine residents.  
Politicians need to act now to stop this insanity. 
Don't know 
The more we build, the greater the risk to our future ability to have safe drinking water. 
Animal agriculture and bottled water are destructive to our water supply 
I think we have a lot of work to do regarding the use of potable water for irrigation purposes. 
Sensitive Development  
The environment is rarely considered and there is not enforcement or oversight.   
The state agencies have been decimated by Scott to benefit business and the environment has 
suffered.  Water quality is down, lakes and rivers and springs are polluted and algae are making them 
sick and green.  Seminole County may be the only government that cares somewhat, but we need 
more regulations from the top down to save Florida.  Waterways were crystal clear 35 years ago and 
now they are sick and clogged. 
Absolutely not. See all previous comments. The only saving grace was the vote to save Split Oak but 
even that will likely lose the battle at some point. Instead of redeveloping urban neighborhoods and 
increasing density, we're clearing forests and building unsustainable development focused on single 
family homes and pointless strip malls. 
Developers are clear cutting huge areas without adequate tree replacement. Communities want the 
money, but seem oblivious to negative environmental consequences. 
The region, not our town. 
We could do a lot better to protect existing trees and plant more. 
-- Require solar electricity generation on all new construction.  
-- Require EV charging availability on all new construction.  
-- Ban providing fracked gas to all new housing.  
-- Provide incentives to restaurants that don't serve meat/dairy. 
-- Require native plant landscaping. Ban invasives in all new landscaping. 
-- Require full infrastructure support for composting and recycling in all new developments above 10 
homes. 



-- Provide incentives for gray water recycling and rain harvesting. 
There are many natural areas in this area. Apopka needs to stay on top of "green space" and not let 
developers overextend. 
Allowing developers to relocate protected animals, eliminating all green space and increasing 0 lot 
line development has increased 

 

  Corridors Comments 
Choices  
Sunrail is cool, needs weekend service. 
SunRail is OK but serves only a thin slice of the population. 
Transportation improvements in the region have focused almost entirely on highways and road 
building in the last 10 yrs. LYNX' bus fleet is nearly the same size as a decade ago. How many lane 
miles have been added in that time? 
Our roads are over flowing with huge volumes of vehicles. In addition to volume, vehicle speeds far 
exceed the posted speed limits and drivers are distracted. We also have a high rate of death from 
walkers being killed by cars. Public transit is lacking. The budget for public transit is low compared to 
similarly sized communities. 
Orlando is doing a good job and FDOT is now advancing Complete STreets.  Things are getting better 
but Engineers should not be designing Cities! Planners and Landscape ARchitects should be in that 
role. 
The area is extremely car dependent - this is expensive to maintain not sustainable. 
Consider Sunrail option from mt Dora to Apopka to downtown 
Economic Assets 
Access to jobs is primarily addressed by highway extensions/expansions. 
Consider an economic development department as the city is growing rapidly 
Not sure how to respond to this 
Do not understand this statement 
High Tech  
Sure, but what good are these tech jobs if there's no protection against gentrification or training for 
locals to get these jobs? What protections are there for homeowners who can no longer afford BS 
property taxes due to jobs they can't get? 
Transportation Planning  
The latest MetroPlan Orlando long range plan keeps existing transit through 2045. 
Compare Ultimate I-4, Wekiva Parkway, Maitland extension, New Turnpike interchange at Hancock in 
Lake County, SR 429 extension & expansion, etc. to transit expansions. Lots of transit planning, not 
much in implementation/funding. 
Not even close. Source: MetroPlan PPL 
Our highest growth areas are not prioritizing transit. Lots of roads are being expanded to support 
suburban sprawl. 
I keep seeing construction on I4 and maitland. Not seeing a whole lot elsewhere. 
I don't see that happening. 
Bike and Pedestrian  
Safe not so much. Good connectivity though and it's improving. 
Once again, we are the worst metro in the country for ped safety according to dangerous by design 



Our trails are gems and the continued expansion of them throughout the region is a real success 
story. 
Road crossings need work. There is inconsistent placement of stop signs at trail crossings. When stop 
signs are placed on the far side of the trail near the cross road, drivers often don’t pay any attention 
to the trail and they often block the trail with their vehicles. 
The regional trail system is going to be awesome when it's completed. But we have a long way to go - 
there are many more trail opportunities! 
The roads are extremely unfriendly to pedestrians and bikes. Just having bike lanes painted does not 
make the roads safer for bike traffic. 

 

 



Seminole County Comments 
 

Quality of Life Comments 
Good Schools 
It is important for ALL students to have access to quality education options.  
Housing I Can Afford 
We barely scraped together what we need to buy our first home right before the last bubble. Now with current 
conditions wed never be able to purchase a home. We can't even attempt a move if the need arose. We are 
priced out and are tired of seeing homes over 250k. We can't really afford a 250k home let alone the 500k+. I 
hate seeing Winter Springs and neighboring towns becoming elitist communities when affordable housing is so 
desperately needed.  
Safe Community/Low Crime 
It adds the quality of life and permits for the enjoyment of neighborhood and community amenities. 
Transportation Options 
Bicycle lanes E-vehicle lanes and chargers Trolleys or buses  
 

 

My Community Comments 
My Community 
I see problems - homogenizing rules and to many fast moving developments. I see the Development community 
fed up with rules and not feeling they follow any for protections for consumers. Multifamily housing is 
increasing but not sure its affordable. I see the antigrowth folks very frustrated.  
The community is focused on a business growth mindset and not a smart development mindset  
Apartments that have no parks or recreational facilities are being built as in-fill non-stop. They are mostly way 
too expensive for struggling families and equitable housing WITH transportation options are necessary. Now 
that this state has lessened impact fees of developers, we won’t have well-funded schools either  
Epic fail. Too many elitist developments going in. A Mayor that doesn't listen to the council that represents the 
residents. Too many empty commercial properties. Poor growth management and stress on the road ways and 
city resources.  
needs to stop building housing. We need places to shop, eat, etc. it doesn’t need to get overcrowded to where 
there’s no way to expand lanes.  
The “city of trees” has been replaced with buildings. The trail tree cover has been ripped down. It’s horrific.  
Oviedo on the park is getting too dense and traffic is getting high. Possibly spread things out a little 
more and add some more greenery and little parks and bench sitting areas. 
There is apartments going up in virtually every corner of Seminole county. The BOCC is horrible at 
managing growth since there is not enough infrastructure to support the building of these 
communities. 
Housing  
No apartments, no low income housing. We want to live in a private exclusive area. Keep Tuscawilla 
what it always has been. 
I live in a PUD neighborhood and I see some rentals but not a lot of affordable housing available. 
 
housing is unaffordable unless you want to live very far away or live in a dilapidated house. only the 
rich and businesses are buying houses right now making the american dream unaffordable for most 
Stop building houses, apts. 



Stop this. It should be for the upper middle class and above. We don’t need riff raff here. 
rampant homelessness 
Amenities  
I see partial balance in this area but health care is not affordable. 
Compared to other Florida areas we do well, but there are areas for improvement 
Distinct and Safe  
My community hires extra security with my HOA dues and I feel like we are safe from our County 
Sherriff's Department and fire. 
its a good place to live but can improve 
cops are corrupt and unnecessary. needs to be replaced with social workers  
Equity  
I see it changing since 2020 but difficult prior. 
opportunities are good if you're wealthy. 
No cummunity provides equitable opprtunities for all. This is not the role of the BOCC. 
never happens under capitalism in fact it only gets worse  

 

Regional Prosperity 
Looking Back  
I seem to remember a banking crisis, automotive industry crisis and housing bubble burst issues. 
Growth slowed and now frantic growth 
Can't say. 
Not because of the bocc 
My Economy 
This is not the case for many. 
There is still a significant wealth gap. 
not becuase of the bocc 
Regional Economy  
despite the bocc 
Job Diversity  
We lack jobs that pay a living wage for the lesser educated; and jobs with benefits to help with 
healthcare. Too many people are hourly with no benefits and need good stamps etc while employed 
39.5 hours per week. Corporate profit unbridled is not good for society when workers are left out. We 
need easy affordable transportation to the biggest employers like Disney so that people can get to 
work from Seminole County. In addition our Health Department needs funding as it’s been decimated 
Competitive Economy  
Lots of tourist. But. tourism does not provide high enough wages for many workers. Profits for executives and 
shareholders and poverty for the workers.  
We could be globally competitive in solar and perhaps hydrogen production - high paying jobs and low 
environmental impact. We have enormous solar potential and barely utilize it...but we seem to just attract more 
fast food places  
despite the bocc  
competition is not what we should be doing. humanity needs to be working cooperatively to improve society. 
not cooperating over profit  

 



Centers Comments 
Mix of Uses  
Car culture- jobs not near homes is common. 
Nice but high priced with no requirement for accompanying recreational facilities or REAL green 
space- not just retention ponds 
They shouldn’t. Disgusting people will increase our crime rate  
Inclusive Design  
But why 
Urban Focused  
Not prioritizing "appropriate." All developers are being allowed to put housing anywhere, regardless 
of whether or not the area is appropriate and the current citizens support it or not. 
Too many applications for developing the outside the urban boundary in our sensitive lands.. look 
again at how they ask for dense housing and onlyretention ponds as green space- horrible 
We need more walking/running trails and pedestrian bridges! 
Creative Communities  
Seminole County is where I live and I feel the county could benefit from diversity with respect to 
cultural arts activities. 

 

Conservation and Country Comments 
Preservation  
I have concern for water quality and quantity. Not enough balance in water supply planning and great potential 
for harm to our natural resources. Urbanization is winning over conservation of water supply and education 
about flood hazards and drought information.  
Long time residents of Seminole County have seen the natural environment taken over by pop-up 
subdivisions with no concern for preserving the beauty of Florida's "Natural Choice". Development is 
out of control and soon what was beautiful Seminole County will just be another overdeveloped, 
crowded, and noisy place to live. The whole appeal of Seminole County was the open spaces and 
wildlife that you cannot find in any nearby county but we fear all of this will soon be gone. 
the county is filling in every area and changing zoning to dense the houses almost touching, Over 
building of apartment and office spaces too. 
No green spaces, minimal interconnected lands for displaced wildlife 
Too many industrial business 'parks' 
this needs a higher priority. the woods behind my house was torn down, as well as the local tortoise 
population murdered, to build a neighborhood. also the construction damaged the houses nearby 
Recreation  
The region has many opportunities for outdoor recreation with trails, waterways, and some natural lands set 
aside for Florida wildlife. I see a lack of protection from sewage, mining, and non-point source pollution is 
causing toxic algal blooms, overdrawing the upper aquifer, salt water intrusion- more people more pollution. 
We need better protection- polluters must pay.  
The trails and all are great.. need bridges or tunnels to cross major roads that are impediments to continuing on. 
Bike lanes need to be made safe with bartiers 
We need a lot more interconnected trails with pedestrian bridges. The bridges are a must because Orlando 
traffic is dangerous for cross walkers.  
Agriculture  
Agriculture in the region is decreasing and development is eat away with sprawl. We need local 
agriculture for food production. Roof- tops are winning. 



Water Needs  
The CFWI planning process has reduced conservation, not adequately protected our clean water 
future. Our systems are out of balance. The planning process favors large development due to private 
interests and Utilities control. 
This should be a priority now 
over development by changing land zoing is causing flooding and over crowed roadways. Too much 
demand on drinking water. 
extremely concerned about this one 
Too much paving and run off. How water is priced is crazy. If you use almost nothing in your 
household, you still pay 50/70 dollars for a minimal bill because of up front fees. The people who use 
huge amounts of water actually end up paying much less per gallon than those who are frugal. It 
should be cheaper per gallon to be frugal than a waste of water.. prices should increase by a lot with 
excess gallons used and fees reduced (or rewarded)for frugal use 
Seminole County should develop a long-term double piping plan for the county. 
Sanford has a major issue with pollution on the streets and in the waterways. The commission does 
not invest in the cleaning up of the city. It is not a priority for the commissioners and it shows. 
The commissioners need to acknowledge the water issues and violations! 
I am unsure, as populations grow so does the need for clean water. I would like to have more 
information on this topic. 
No idea 
if it can happen in Flint Michigan it can happen here 
Sensitive Development  
Proposing and building roads through conservation lands purchased for preservation should not be  
used as roadway alignments ever. Wetland impacts for road crossing is one aspect but putting homes  
in filled wetlands has never been a good idea in Central Florida. 
There is no concern in Seminole County anymore for preserving the sensitive environment or it's  
wildlife occupants. 
No,  anything but.  The county commissioners are causing flooding,  over crowed  roadways,   
overcrowded schools and lack of future water. 
There arent any limits to where people can build. Its takes nothing to rezone. Every time I see a  
group of residents opposes a development all the cities vote yes 99% of the time. and if they don’t  
they get taken to court and usually the builder wins! With state legislation in place that takes  
away the peoples voice there will be no such thing as sensitive development.. 
not at all. they plow over natural ecosystems and buy permits to bulldoze protected species when 
inconvenient 

 

Corridors Comments 
Choices  
I see walking, biking and City of Orlando renting mopeds. I see cars and busses and sunrail. soon 
speed train to Miami from airport. 
i live 5 miles from train and buses. 
Lynx serves Seminole, there is a independent oftransportation systems, outside of ride-sharing. 
Economic Assets  
What is a regional economic asset? The Tourism industry is not an asset. 
Doing better. 



But why. Stop catering to the poors. Cater to your bread and butter! 
High-Tech 
I see some improvement in solar, and some high tech business corridors. I see some training 
in the Community Colleges opportunties. 
Transportation Planning 
It seems like our community does not invest in regional transportation other than cars- road, roads, 
roads. Most of our Politicians seem road supporter and are not interested in investing government 
funds into any transportation. It seems like they want privatization. Small government and very little 
public assistance for lower income people. 
Seminole County's quiet roads are being overdeveloped. The landscape is being affected with existing 
homeowners seeing flooding worse than ever. Thousands of homes are being added to streets that 
were already overcrowded. We chose Seminole County for a reason. We appreciate the beauty and 
the way of life that it has offered us but that is in jeopardy as the development is taking over the 
precious land that we are so proud of. 
Bike and Pedestrian  
I have read about and experienced unsafe roads for biking off of the "trails" that are thankfully 
provided. Roadway crossing for bike and pedestrians are scary and intimidating. 
Most people ride bikes in the street and block cars. They need to go on trails provided. 
Best Foot Forward is doing great work in this area. 
Many of the trails are not interconnected well enough. Pedestrian bridges or tunnels are needed. 

 

  



Sumter County Comments 
 

Quality of Life Comments 
Housing I Can Afford 
Affordable ($650./month rent) in shared rentals, small apartments, studios, tri and duplexes with amenities and 
a garage are needed in Sumter County, Florida. 

  



Volusia County Comments 
 

Quality of Life 
Good Schools  
I completely believe that education Healthcare and protecting the environment will fix other problems in our 
community 
Comprehensive education produces balanced citizens who contribute to the betterment of society. 
More partnership with local public schools; quality jobs with quality employees will want to send their kids to 
quality schools. 
Access to Arts & Culture 
Stop building 
Quality Jobs 
A local minimum wage of 15$ 
Environment & Outdoor Recreation 
If we improve these for locals the tourists will come. 
Stop building 

 

Priorities for the Region Comments 
Managing Growth 
Public safety is a priority and some cities do not care. Police and fire staffing for city of orange city is a 
low priorty 
Too many houses being built and no roads getting wider, and even if we did, we don’t have the 
resources 
Stop builders from putting cookie xutter houses all over the damn place., what happened to having trees and 
natural areas. You can say no, stop looking for money and destroying every square foot 
Let everyone see the plan already in place for the next 20 years and drop all development until then. Only five 
tax credits to those who refurb places that need it.  
Don’t change land use or zoning  

Homelessness  
We need a real solution, some that are homeless need rehabilitation 
We have so much environmental damage that it needs to be addressed! 
Climate Change 
Stop developing over wetlands and protect our waterways and springs! 
Stop polluting 
Environment 
Climate Change and Environment are very similar to me. We should focus on both. Transportation is 
also something I value 
Protect the environment 

 

My Community Comments 
My Community  
We try but the state legislature takes away any local efforts to manage much of anything anymore. 



My community seems interested in growth no matter the cost, whether financial or environmental. 
My Community does not manage growth at all, at the expense of current homeowners. I feel that it is pure 
greed on the part of the City and County.I don't think there is any consideration for quality of life for residents  
Politicians bend over backwards for builders. The growth does not cover roads, schools, emergency 
services. Without these things being covered, all growth does is add expense to current homeowners. 
Too much building of expensive cookie cutter developments where not a single tree is left standing.  
Nature areas like our pride and joy the loop are being developed, threatening wild life and native forests. Also, 
along Granada Blvd the development of Wawa gas station and Car wash was completely unnecessary and add 
nothing new to our community.  
Raise impact fees and stop changing land use and zoning 
Stop destroying forests for new construction developments. Our cities are in shambles, and instead of fixing 
them, we build new and let the old get blighted.  
Way too much growth in / near 32764  
Balancing growth while preserving the natural beauty of our county is a difficult task, but that's what this 
Council is charged with. The previous council was all about growth. Hopefully, this Council has the courage to 
find that balance and will be able to bring growth sensibly. 
Housing  
There is no affordable housing left…in any part of the region. 
As new (i.e., expensive) housing is added, the more established neighborhoods are left to deteriorate. Existing 
communities falter, for lack of improvement. 
Affordable housing for low income people doesn't exist. I'm not sure how to improve the situation. 
Amenities  
We have good health care facilities and upper-level education opportunities. 
As many amenities as we may have, there can always be more and we should always be looking for 
1.) ways to improve what we have and 2.) new ones. 
Deltona has none of this.  
We need more walkable development-- this leads to happier people, study after study shows its true. 
Distinct and Safe  
The DeLand community has been very safe, but lately is not.  
Police and fire staffing levels are terrible. 2person fire trucks. What is this, the late 1900's  
We are definitely distinct and we could easily be attractive again. But what's already here needs to be tended.  
Most of the time. There seems to be issues with drugs. I know this is a national issue, but we need help locally. I 
feel the education system needs massive improvements.  
A1A along OBS does not offer safe bike paths or pedestrian crossings, which should simply be painted white.  
Repeal victimless “crimes” (example: possession of cannabis, sex work)  
Focus on meeting the needs of the residents rather than tourists. Tourists want to "live like a local" which takes 
having happy locals. If everything is designed for tourists, residents wont patron those businesses and they will 
struggle. Build places the residents love and the area will thrive.  
It seems that DB is less safe than it was some years ago. Drugs, prostitution, and homelessness have all become 
common headlines and bring a blight to the area.  
Equity 
Not enough attention is paid to new small businesses, in the great rush to bring big supposedly higher-paying 
companies. We should promote local businesses and encourage local people to build here, innovate here, hire 
here, stay here.  
I don't know.  
Some grade schools are great. Others could use massive improvements, including before and after school 
tutoring.  
Stop giving “tax incentives”  

 



Regional Prosperity Comments 
Looking Back  
Until Biden took office economy was great under Trump. After Biden election all prices have gone up across the 
board.  
Not much has changed. We still rely on low paying tourism jobs. Retail is gone and flipping burgers is about it.  
Not applicable  
My Economy  
Trump economy was great! We were moving forward, ow Biden is destroying it. 
Regional Economy  
Not even close  
Support mom and pop local businesses to keep money in the pockets of our residents, stop bringing in chain 
stores and corporate stores that funnel money OUT of our community.  
The development is irresponsible as population growth has peaked and will decrease significantly as baby 
boomers pass away. Destruction of quality natural lands is horrible, especially when there are decaying 
neighborhoods and shopping centers.  
Job Diversity 
Central Florida lacks high paying jobs compared to many places in the state or country  
Again. Not even close. Low pay tourism trumps the day  
Most new business are retail and food industry. Low wage.  

 

Centers Comments 
Mix of Uses  
After collapse in 2008 rents skyrocketed and never were never readjusted. Rents are ridiculous and need to be 
brought back under control.  
People want walkable neighborhoods. Develop sidewalks, bike lanes, and bike paths. Make streets safer for 
pedestrians, be people-focused instead of car focused.  
Inclusive Design  
We are auto focused. With few exceptions…Sanford and Deland… not much else going on 
People love to people watch. We need more places where residents can enjoy the outdoors and 
people-watch without feeling obligated to buy something. 
Urban Focused  
There are far more people in central Florida than just Urban areas to focus on as well.  
Too much growth!  
Way too much growth and development and rezoning happening in rural areas like Osteen and enterprise. STOP 
PUSHING URBAN SPRAWL HERE. IF URBAN AREAS CAN’T SUPPORT THE GROWTH, THEN DON’T ALLOW IT. 
PERIOD.  
Repurposing existing buildings to create a new space for business is the way to go. Developing new business 
spaces where there are other vacant opportunities available, is absolutely not.  
Stop overdevelopment  
All focus seems to be on clearing trees for new development. Incentivize retrofitting blighted urban areas.  
Totally inappropriate growth in/near rural areas. People live in rural areas to GET AWAY from growth. Stop 
urban sprawl  
You are tearing down and building subdivisions without weighing out the consequences  
Economic Hub  
The market can determine “job growth opportunities”. Not government.  
Our urban centers are full of homeless and drug addicts. They are not welcoming or inviting places to spend 
time, they are cold and dirty and unfriendly  



Creative  
Art and culture is a rare find in central Florida. Incentivize artist and citizen involvement in the 
humanizing of public spaces. 

 

Conservation and Country Comments 
Preservation 
Volusia is trying. Not so much in Orange County. Seminole has held on the eastern border. Lake is nowhere and 
Brevard gave up years ago.  
We could do better but we are headed in the right direction.  
More must be done to protect existing agriculture and rural areas  
New development should not be built in our native nature areas like the loop. There are plenty other 
opportunities to build new subdivisions, in less environmentally important areas. Houses could be smaller hence 
more obtainable for lower income, to offer more homes in less space.  
Need to prioritize environment and water care over building new stupid homes  
The more you build adding concrete, asphalt, houses - only adds to climate change. You are destroying our 
balance of nature.  
Recreation  
Recreational areas are being made more and more INaccessible. Totally unacceptable.  
There's enough now. We don't need more. 32764.  
Agriculture  
Mixed bag. Most of the ag land is being held for future development. Volusia no longer has a dairy farm.  
We need to encourage more environmentally sensitive agricultural practices.  
I don't know  
Save for the over development and pillaging of existing rural and ag zones that are repeatedly rezoned to 
appease money hungry companies and politicians  
Focus on local food-- Florida grown food for Florida residents.  
I’m not aware of the agricultural practices in general.  
Water Needs  
The water here in Orange City really sucks. The color of our water is different from one day to the next.  
The Blue Spring Aquifer is in danger. Home building is endangering the aquifer.  
Get serious. We talk and talk and talk. We got nothing going here. Any program that has some teeth in it ends 
up watered down. We continue developing on septic and make no provision for a strategic plan for sewer. Nuts  
We are overcome by development and greed. Please step up and stop the develop at all cost we are recipients 
of.  
With the unbridled expansion, we will suffer insufficient resources way sooner than we think. It has to be 
addressed.  
Too much growth, not enough water!  
If you keep allowing urban sprawl in and near Osteen and enterprise we won't have enough groundwater to 
support farms that have been here for generations  
Repeal laws that require chemicals to maintain property. We need native and Florida friendly policy  
Lawns and the chemicals used to treat them cause horrible run off that is terrible for lakes. Florida should be 
the leading state for environmental consciousness and protection since so much of our life happens outdoors.  
Need to prioritize environment and water care over building new stupid homes  
You can't continue to tear down woodlands and build 600-700 new homes then tell current residents to 
"conserve" water.  
Sensitive Development  
Deland, FL has completely failed in this aspect.  



Absolutely NOT, there are too many homes being built in zones that are already overcrowded, nature is being 
squeezed out, and our aquifer is diminishing. We cannot handle the amount of people coming into orange city, 
or Volusia  
You are joking, right? I spoke to a newly appointed board member for the Volusia Forever who said to me that 
“we’ve proved that we can build anywhere in Florida”. He is, unfortunately, correct.  
? I'm shocked this question was asked. Of course the environmental impact isn't care about. Look at the number 
of impaired waterways we have. The environmental damage speaks for itself.  
There is ZERO sensitivity to impact.  
Absolutely is not sensitive. Deltona commission needs to be completely disbarred and replaced. They are 
destroying our ag and rural areas with their greedy sprawl  
Important native nature areas should be preserved at all cost. Golf course communities in the loop is an 
absolute disgrace. There are plenty other opportunities, less invasive to our amazing nature areas to develop.  
STOP TEARING DOWN TREES FOR NEW DEVELOPMENT. Incentivize retrofitting urban centers and blighted 
areas.  
Not at all. Destroyed acres of Greenland for more stupid homes  
All the wooded areas around my subdivision have been torn down. I bought in Orange City because of this. 
Wildlife has no where to go and you are destroying the ecology of this area.  

 

Corridors Comments 
Choices  
How these cities are planned if you don't have a car it is really tough to get around.  
SunRail is great. Needs weekend hours.  
I don’t know  
Any commute on public transport takes minimum 1hour, even if its a 10 minute drive in a car.  
I did not find sun rail efficient. My husband was unable to use it for his commute to Orlando.  
Economic Assets 
Overly focused on low wage high negative impact tourism  
I don't know  
Way too many homes and no places for these people to work - crime is going up  
High-Tech 
Perhaps at Embry Riddle and hospitals. Not seeing it anywhere else  
Embry Riddle should be the center of our attention -- it's a local resources that can grow organically.  
Unknown  
By the people, no government. Government should not be picky winners & losers  
I would imagine the technology planning department is full of people who are too old to grasp the capabilities 
of technology, because I have seen few to no technological innovations in central florida in the last 30 years. 
Unless they involve spying on or taking money from citizens. 
Transportation Planning  
Planning is not funding Orr building. We do a lot of planning. Not so much of the other at the local and state 
level  
Prioritize the pedestrian, walking, and biking. These things make people happier, healthier, and more connected 
in their community. Look into the work of Jeff Speck.  
Traffic is a nightmare. Parc Hill residents treat the subdivisions behind them like a NASCAR racetrack.  
Bike and Pedestrian 
Almost there! Thanks to former State Senator Gardner funds are available to make these connections.  
There are no bike facilities on the East Side of Volusia County. We have funding available but greed won't allow 
it. Please bring bike trails to the east side of Volusia County.  
Safety is a big concern.  



Most streets don’t have divided walk paths, hardly any bike paths. The bike strips are not safe to use since they 
are not divided from the road.  
We need crossing lights put up on 17/92. Too many close calls or people getting hit. Not everyone has a car or 
bike.  

 

  



EAST CENTRAL FLORIDA 
REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL
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